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FURTHER ADVENTURES OF FIRE-BOMB JACK. 





BY OLD SLEUTH, 
Author of All the Famous Old Sleuth Stortes. 
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- CHAPTER I. 


*z arrest rou!’’—‘‘po you?’’—a DETECTIVE’S SURPRISE-~« 
COLUMN OF SMOKE—A DISAPPEARANCE — SCREAMS AT MIBx 
NIGHT—FLIGHT OF A BEAUTY—INVESTIGATION—STRANGE 
INCIDENTS AND SUGGESTIONS. | 

, 
2 ‘*T angest you!’ 

“Do you 9”? ‘ 

The above brief colloquy Cgeusrad under very peculiar 

cirouingtanecen. 
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A young man in the early morning was proceeding 
along the street when a heavy hand was laid on his 
shoulder, followed by the words: . | 

‘*T arrest you!’’ 

The next instant the man who had made the arrest 
sprang high into the air, and the party addressed in a 
laconic tone exclaimed: ‘‘ Do you?’’ | 

The cause of the man’s involuntary leap into the air 
was & sudden, a terrific explosion right under his feet. 

There was no one near at the time, andas the man who 
had attempted to make the arrest landed on his feet: 
after his wild leap he exclaimed: oes 

‘‘You scoundrel! would you murder | me??? 

“T will if you interfere with me, you ee how dare 
you arrest me?’’ 

‘‘T arrest you as a thief.”’ | a 

‘“Oh, you do.”’ 

Again there came an explosion’ ‘under the man’s feet 
and a second time he leaped into the air and uttered @ 
yell of alarm, but when he the second time landed on his 
feet he attempted to draw a revolver. But bang, bang! 
flashed a light in his face followed by repeated explo- 
sions, and then suddenly the man was enveloped in & — 
dense black smoke—so dense that he was like one 
stricken blind—and he stood wildly gesticulating with- 
out moving his feet. Suddenly the smoke cleared aw ay, 
and the man be would have arrested had cleared away also. 

The detective stood and gazed fat si in a dazed sort: 
of way, and finally muttered: ' 

‘‘Well, that gets me; Iam aninjured sia yet I’ll swear 
that rascal fred at me point blank, and then, hang it! I 
was stifled in smoke so dense I could not see aninch. I 
was like one stricken with biindness, and my prisoner has : 


disappeared. ’’ r 
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The circumstances which led up to the attempted arrest 
were very peculiar. A young man appearing like a 
¢ramp had just come forth from a house, but not in the 
usual way. He had leaped from a parlor window to the 
stoop and so had descended to the street. A. detective 
chanced to be passing at the moment, and suspecting: 
that the young man was a sneak thief had followed him 
‘ and had: attempted to make the arrest, and the incidents 
described followed. , 

The tramp after having Aaotaad of the officer by, en- 
veloping him ina cloud of dense smoke through some 
phenomenal process, walked quietly away until he arrived 
at the corner of the adjoining cross street when he started 
on arun, and was soon beyond the possibility of capture, 
and a second notable incident followed. The seeming 
tramp with the celerity of a change. artist worked a com- 
plete transform in his appearance. In place of the tramp 
a well dressed, bright-faced young man leisurely strolled 
along with an air as unconcerned as though he was on 
his way to his business. 

The young man was a very remarkable character, and 
_ to those of our readers who have not read the narrative of 
his former adventures, we will state that his name was 
Jack Westlake. Hewas the son of an American who had 
long resided in India, and he had from his earliest years - 
been the protégé of an old East Indian necromancer, and 
in time had become moro expert than his master. Upon 
the death of his father Jack Westlake had returned to. 
America possessed of a large fortune, and had amused 
himself by a continuous exercise of his marvelous magical 
accomplishments in running down thieves and perform- 
ing extraordinary tricks. He was the inventor of several 
electrical and chemical contrivances which enabled him 
to perform all manner of wonderful feats, including the 
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power to create machine lightning flashes and ex- — 


plosions in mid-air, or at any given point at will. He — 


had a friend, Tom Wakefield, a youth about his own age, 
whose acquaintance he had made under exciting circum- 
stances, and the two young men had become the closest . 
of companions, dwelling together ina house belonging to. 
Jack. Jack had passed through several exciting adven- 
tures, as related in Number 127 of ‘‘Old Sleuth’s Own,’’ 
and at the time of his re-introduction to our readers he | 
‘was engaged in the solution of a very strange mystery, 
and was calling to his aid all his wizard tricks in order 
to run down the true facts of a very remarkable incident. 
and possible murder, and it was while thus engaged that: 
he ran across the detective who had seen him leave a 
dwelling house at an early hour in the morning. | 

As related, after his adventure with the detective, and 
after having worked a transform, Fire-Bomb Jack, as his 
friend Tom had dubbed him, proceeded along leisurely to 
his home, and as he had been out all night he ape his. 
bed and needed sleep and rest. 

About a month had passed succeeding Jack’ g aden 
tures as related in our previous narrative, when a start- 
ling adventure occurred, which was to be succeeded by a 
series of thrilling incidents. 

The hour was after midnight. Jack had been on & 
prow! looking for some adventure and had stopped a mo- 
ment to watch the course of a meteor darting across the 
heavens when he was startled by hearing a shrill scream 

‘which issued from a house one door removed from the: 
dwelling before which he was standing. He stood and 
listened. There was a street lamp, directly in front of 
the house where as he determined the scream had come, 

and he was studying the exterior when the street doot 
opened and a female richly dressed and with a face like 


AN AMAZING WIZARD, . 





oN 


death darted forth, ran down the stoop, and. continued _ 
her flight up the street. —.. | 

Aided by the’ street lamp. Sek ‘was. aie to: mark the: 
items recorded. The girl was refined-looking ; her face 
was like a corpse, showing that she had encountered some _ 
terrible shock, and her clothing was. rich. . 

‘*Well,’’ nena ber ek the young man, “ what avea that 
mean?) 2 séve) a 
He did Sok athens to pursue the girl, but chee for a 
moment revolving the incident in his mind, and then. 
after a little he walked directly in front. of the house and 

studied it more closely, and again he muttered: 

“I wonder what that meant? There is something 
wrong. Hang me! if I don’t follow. the girl and force- 
her to tell me what terrified her so.’’ | 

He ran forward in the direction the girl ia taken: but 
she had disappeared very strangely after turning the 
corner of the first street. , 

Again Jack muttered: 

“‘Hang me! itis ail very singular. I am going to. 
follow this thing up and investigate. The scream 
came from that house and then the girl ran out and it is. 
certain that something happened to scare the life almost: 
out of her. It may have been merely an altercation or 
the sudden illness of one of the inmates, and the girlmay __ 
have run for a doctor. And then again, it may be some. 
piece of villainy that is being perpetrated; you never can 
tell in this great city of New York. Anyhow I propose 
to investigate, that is what I am prowling around for, an 
adventure, and possibly I’ve struck one right here. ’’ 

Little did the young man dream of the really startling 
adventure he had struck, but he was to learn within s 
few moments, for he was persistent and daring and 
always prepared to take chances, 
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The girl having disappeared, Jack sebipaier ies the 
house to investigate. 

He peeped in the basement windows. AN was Aaa 
as he expected. He ascended the stoop and peeped .in 
the parlor windows, and again‘all was dark. He tried 
the street door; it was but partly closed, and he had only 


to shove gently and it yielded. The girl in her flight 


had not closed it behind her. Jack appreciated the 
chances he was taking, but his curiosity was fully aroused 
and he pushed the door open, entered the hall and closed 
the door behind him, and it closed with a snap; he had 
cut off practically a quick retreat. 

Once inside he stood and listened, and was more and 

more bewildered. Not a sound broke the stillness; there 
were no lights; all was still and dark. 
“Tam sure,’’ he muttered, ‘‘I am in the house from 
which the girl darted forth. Ihave the confirmation of 
the open door, and now what could have scared that girl? — 
Why did she rush forth, her face white with terror?’ — 

Jack waited some little time; he desired to make sure 
that no one was lying in wait. Even in the darkness he 
had become conscious that he was standing on an uncar- - 
peted floor, and this was a singular incident considering 
the fact that the girl had rushed forth. 

After a little our hero drew his little masked lantern, 
and sliding the mask he looked around with the aid of 


‘¢he ligkt. The house as far as he could see bore the evi- 


dence of being unoccupied. © There was no hall carpet, 
the stairs were bare, and he saw no furniture. Cau- 
tiously he moved forward to the parlor door and let the 
gleam from his light flash ahead, and, lo, there was no 
carpet on the parlor floor, nor any furniture whatever. 


fle became more and more bewildered. What could a 


girl be doing in that unfurnished, unoccupied house at 
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such an hour, and what had happened to cause her te 
rush forward as he had seen her do? 
’ “There is a mystery here somewhere,’’ he muttered; 
**T am glad I came in.”’ | | 

Jack was very deliberate in all his movements. He was 
without fear and had determined to make a thorough in- 
vestigation. He advanced into the parlor and proceeded 
to a point near the half-closed folding doors separating 
the front parlor from the rear room. 

Jack was going around in an inquiring sort of way, 
not expecting to discover anything very startling when 
his eye fell on an object that caused him to recoil and 
turn pale. He was nervy, brave, and cool under ordinary 
‘circumstances, but what he saw so suddenly would have 
caused the bravest and coolest to quail momentarily. 

On the center of the floor in the rear room was a bier, 
and on the bier was what appeared to be a coffin with a 
black robe thrown over it. 3 

Here was a mystery. It was not strange to find a 
coffin in a house, but it was strange to find one in a 
dwelling which was apparently unoccupied. «Jack stood 
a moment gazing at the suggestive sight, and believing 
that he had solved the mystery of the girl’s terror, the. 
one whom he had seen rush from the house; he determined 
retire, despite the fact that there was a strange sug- 
gestiveness in his discovery... He did not act quickly, 
however, and having recovered from his shock upor the 
first discovery, he finally determined as long as he was 
in the house and had made the discovery to investigate 
further. He advanced beside the bier, pulled sf the robe 
and saw a handsome velvet-lined voffiz, and he also dis- 
covered that the lid, although *) place, was unscrewed. 
He determined to see ‘he dead face and removed the 
headpie~s, when with a cry of amazement he sprang back 
Shaking like an aspen leaf. 
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&@ THRILLING DISCOVERY—A DEAD. [BEAUTY IN THE. COFFIN— 
(4 FURTHER INVESTIGATION—-A’ MYSTERIOUS | DISAPPEARANCE 7 
BAFFLED, IN EVERY PRROTAP Rat POSSIBLE CRHAE,— iy | 


i was not teay that caused Tack a leap back and trem- 
ble, it was excitement and amazement. He had flashed 
his light inside. the coffin; under its bright. glare. was 
revealed the face of a beautiful girl not over seventeen or 
eighteen, and the face was cold and calm and beautiful i in 
death. 
~ Jack apaadily recovered his self-command sufficiently 

to step again beside the coffin, and he gazed long and 
- steadfastly at the dead face. Here was a mystery indeed, 
this beautiful girl lying cold in death 1 in all her original 
beauty, still unmarred by the destroying processes of 
death—yes, reposing in an elegant coffin and in 2 house: 
evidently unoccupied, and from this house our hero had 
seen a living girl run screaming, her face white with 
terror. All the incidents were strange, weird, and unl- 
accountable. . 

Reverently Jack restored the coffin lid. He hae the | 
robe over the coffin and bier and walked away, and as he > ! 
jid so he muttered: 

‘‘T am going to learn what this all means ; it may beali 
sight, it may be all wrong; but it looksas though some- 
thing wrong was 10 progress. 

Jack determined to go through the ee and learn if 
there were any occupants. It did not seem possible that a 
dead girl could be lying there and no one near. He 
passed out to the hall and slowly ascended the stairs to. 
the second floor. He entered both the front and rear 

zooms and found them bare; nofurniture, no earpet. He 
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ascended to the third story and found the same condi-. 
tions. He moved very slowly and finally sat down on the 
‘broad witidow base on the third'-fioor’ and meditated. 

He was seeking to solve in his mind the possibilities that. 
might explain the mystery. He did not note how long 
he had been upstairs, but after a time descended again to 
the parlor floor, re-entered the rear parlor intending to 


again glance at the features of the dead girl when he en-" 
countered the surprise of his life. The coffin, the bier, | 


the grave cloth, everything had disappeared; the rear 
room contained nothing more than the front room. The 
coffin containing the body of the dead girl had been re- 


moved quietly and secretly, and here was a mystery 


added to a mystery. Where had the body been taken? 
Where had the parties been while he was examining the 
dead face? He must have been seen from some secret 
place; some one must have been watching his every 
_movement, and the body had quickly and silently been 
removed as stated. 

Jack stood lost in amazement, then carefully he gazed 
around seeking some indication of the presence of. those 
who had removed the corpse. He saw no indications, 
everything had been carried away, and not a sign had 
been left behind. 
| “Well,” he soliloquized after a few moments’ medita- 

tion, ““I suspected there was something wrong and nowf 
know there has been some wrongdoing. Alas! in this 
great city of New York, as in other great cities all over 
the world, strange deeds are constantly in progress. 
Why this dead girl in this unoccupied house? Why this 
secret and silent removal? Why did that fair girl whom 
I saw rush forth scream and take to flight? What does 
it all mean, and where has the body been taken to? 
Here is a quest for me—the strangest quest of my life— 
but as I live I will solve this mystery.’’ 
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Jack commenced a search; he was convinced the body 


had not been carried out of the front door. “It may. 


have been removed to some other room,’’ he muttered. 
Jack passed carefully while on his guard through every 

room in the house. He discovered nothing, not the 

slightest indication. He descended to the basement floor 


: and there also was baffled. He went down into the cellar 
and still not a clue as to the whereabouts of the body was 
his reward. | sgt 


: ‘‘Hang it!’’ he muttered, ‘‘this mystery grows deeper 

and deeper.’”’ | 
Jack stepped out into the yard and examined the rear 

of the house—examined as far as he could the two adjoin. 


ing houses—everything about the latter appeared all. 


right and he found no indications, and again he muttered: 
‘‘fow in thunder they could have carried that body se 

silently and secretly I cannot tell. They have not left a 

track behind them; it is as though they had simply 


floated into the air and sailed away through space.”’ 


Jack found daylight approaching at last and made up 
his mind to get away. He did not depart from the house 
though the door for reasons that he could never explain, 
but opened the front window and leaped to the stoop and 
descended to the street in that way, and thus it was that 
the passing detective discovered him, and the incident 
followed with which we open our narrative. 

Jack upon arriving at his home went straight to his 
room and retired as we have recorded, and he slept far 
into the day. He needed rest and took it; but some time 
after dinner he arose and met his friend Tom Wakefield | 


ynd the latter said: 
‘Jack, you did not come in until morning. ’” 


TtNo: 7" | ; 
“You mast have met with an adventure.” 
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s “] did.” 

*“Well, i are always looking for one.” 

*‘T am.’ 

‘“Was it a startler?’’ 

“Tt was.”’ 

‘‘Can I hear about it?’’ 

‘*You can.’’ 

“‘T am listening.’’ 

Jack told his story, told how he had spent the better 
part of the night ona quest, the purpose of which was 
known to Tom, and then related the story of the fleeing 
girl, and his ghastly discovery in the unoccupied house. 

Tom listened with great interert and finally asked: 

‘‘Are you sure you had this experience?” 

‘“Why, what do you mean?”’ 

‘“‘T mean you must have. become fatigued, sat dowr 
somewhere, and had a strange dream.’ 

Jack laughed and said: 

“Tt would seem like a dream, but my tale istrue. 1 
did not dream, I did not sleep; I have written upon my 
memory every dotail of my adventure. ”’ 

‘*Tt does not seem possible that they could have remove& 
the coffin and you not have heard them, for under any 
circumstances pee must have been more than one en- 
gaged in the affair.’ 

‘“Yes, there was more than one, and it is a conspiracy 
{of some kind, possibly 2 murder; and the most myste- 
rious part of it to me is the flight of the living girl from 
the house. What could she have been doing in that 
house with the dead, and what was the sudden shock thar 3 3 
caused her to scream and flee?”’ 

‘Did you see her flee?” 

*‘I did.”’ 


**You would recognize her if you saw her again?” 


Qrwe 


f 
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‘tT would.’’ 
“Then it is in finding that fleeing girl that you will 
Solve the mystery.”’ 

‘You are right; and that is just what I have decided 
to do: find that fleeing girl if I can and learn from her, 
the cause of her flight from that house. ’’ p 7 
_ Jack gave a great deal of thought to the singular incis! 
‘dents that had come under his observation. He felt 
assured, taking all the circumstances into consideration, 
that he had stumbled on to a tragic mystery. 

Later in the day our hero paid a visit to the vicinity cf 
the house where he had discovered the corpse which had 
been so mysteriously ‘‘sneaked away,’’ as he put it, and 
as he dwelt on the matter he determined that his pres- 
ence in the house must have been discovered and his — 
movements watched. | 

Jack made a careful survey of is exterior of the two 
adjoining houses, and being under a disguise he deter- 
mined to make inquiries. The houses appeared to be 
occupied by reputable people; there were servants, and 
everything appeared to proceed in a conventional manner. 
He lay around until he saw a servant issue from one of 


“the houses and proceed to the corner grocery. He 


followed, and addressing the girl when ROEM EH eter 
offered, he said: 

*‘Helio, Bridget, I haven’t seen you for a jo time. ’ 

The girl turned and eyed him Seen and said: 

*“Ye hev made a mistake.’ 

‘‘Hev I indade, thin it’s queer if I have: ‘Bitiré, 
didn’t I know ye whin I wer’ on this beat.”’ 3 

‘‘An’ is it @ policeman ye are?’’ 

‘*Tt’s a policeman I was, but shure avant ree has over- 
taken me.’’ 

“‘Tf I ever know ye, shure your face ‘ia ‘pitas toes me 
gaimory entire 
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**No doubt.’’ 

We will here state that Jack had the inl’ s name all 
right, for just as Bridget had stepped forth another girl 
living in the house had called her back, naming her as 
Bridget, so our hero had that end of it down all right. 
The girl was not over bright, and Jack did not linger on, 
the question of identification, but proceeded to tell his 
swn tale of woe in order to excite her sympathy and at- 
tention, and he related: 

‘‘Ye see, | was removed from this, post and put down 
in a bad neighborhood, and one night there was a gang 
of ruffiians made an assault upon a young girl and I wint 
to her rescue, and the gang set upon me and I was badly | 
beaten and laid up, although I had fought them to the 
best of me ability, and while I wer’ sick in me bed from 
the wounds I had received they started false charges 
agin me. I was tried by the commissioners and lost me 
badge only five days ago, after I hed coma out from the 
hospital, and I wer left penniless and in debt and widout 
a home or money, and I've no relations on this side; all 
me friends are in Ireland and it’s a bad way I am in, and 

I’ve come around to me old beat to see if I cannot get 
some of the gintlemen living here to get me back me 
position. There was one gintleman living in the house 
next to where you live. Shure, it’s there I thought he 
wer’ living, andI wer’ seeking to get speech wid him whin 
I saw you come forth.’’ | | | 
. “The sepatloman who was Usines: in that house has 

- moved away.’ 

7 **He has?” 

ae 

“How long since?’ — 

**Qh, it’s six months ago.’’ FOSS a a 
. ““Dearme, and I kin get no trace of him.’* 


fr 
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“‘Ye may, but I can’t aid ye; but do ye moind there 
has been strange things going on in that house.” sds 

**There has?’’ 

**Yes.’’ 

**Since when ?’’ | 

‘For the last two or three days.’’ 

‘‘Is that s0?”’ | | 

It ias’’ any. | 3 

‘‘T am interested, seeing as li once knew the cintleman 
that did live there.’’ 

““Well, there has been people in that vettie! I don’t 
think any one has noticed it but me yet, but I’ve seen - 
two men going in and out and do ye moind many queer 
things hev happened I believe. Shure, the other night I 
were looking out of me window about midnight when I 
saw a Carriage stop over beyond there, and some men got 
out of the carriage and I saw them go into the house.’’ 

“‘And did ye spake of it?’’ 

“TI did not.”?’ 

‘*And why not?’’ 

‘‘Shure, I had no reason to know that there was anye 
thing Re going on, but I had me suspicion all the 
same.’ 

‘‘And did ye see anything else?’’ 

‘‘No, but I hev been on the watch, and I am sure there 
has been people in the house late at night as well as in 
the daytime.’’ 

Jack got into very friendly talk with the girl Bridget, 
as indicated, and learned a great many facts from her, : 
but none directly bearing upon the mystery, and he wae 
still engaged conversing with Bridget when he saw eM 
veiled girl pass him, and being on the outlook for any 
strange incidents he watched the veiled girl, and noticed 
that she lessened her speed when passing the vacant 


. house, and she appeared to be watching it very closely. 
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“TY will meet ye again,’’ said Jack to the girl Bridget, 
‘<and let ye know if I succeed in getting me place back, 
and I am thankful to you for tellin’ me about the vacant 
house. Shure there may be something strange gomg on 
there, and if I kin learn anything interesting to the 
police I may get back me position, and it’s to you lit 
owe me good fortune, and it’s good-day to ye. But: 
don’t say a word to any one that I wer’ talking to ye, — 
and if learn anything I’ll let ye know. Shure, it’ B: 
good turn ye may hev done me in confiding to me, and. 
me name is Mike Duggan, and it’s grateful Iam to ye: 

indade.’’ ; 

Bridget went on to the store and our hero lay low te: 
watch the movements of the veiled girl. 


eee 





- CHAPTER II. 


A PISCOVERY—A SPY IN THE VACANT HOUSE—WHERE SHE LIVED 
—LYING IN WAIT—A MIDNIGHT FOLLOWING-—-AT TEE 
VACANT HOUSE AGAIN—A BOLD ACCOUNTING—A cURIOUS 
DIALOGUE. | 


Tue girl walked past the house and then turned an@ 
repassed it. There was no question as to her interest in 
the vacant house, and our hero was led to suspect that 
she was the girl whom he had seen rush from that house 
at midnight. The girl’s actions were certainly very 
peculiar; she stepped over to the opposite side of thse 
street and walked backward and forward several tizes, 
and then apparently fearing that she might attract atten- 
tion, she walked away, traveled around the square, but 
returned and fixed her eyes from under the veil on the 


Peele as A 
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vacant house, and she repeated her maneuvers for at least 
fhree hours, and during all that. time in a ¢areful and 
most skillful manner Jack watched her; and when she 
moved away he followed her and traced hia to a very re- 
spectable house in the upper part of the city. He at 
once in his own way began to make inquiries concerning 
the house he had seen her enter, and learned that it was 
very respectable boarding house, a dwelling an its 
gamates above suspicion, | 

Having learned these facts Jack ay away, worked a 
change in his appearance—a very easy trick for him—and 
one, as our readers know, that is practiced every day— 
indeed, the matter of disguise has become a very common 
and ordinary event, and it is meng how easy it is 
for one to change teal appearance..«—f4 

“Having worked his transform, J ok roldiod to the 


vicinity of the boarding house and lay around for several 


hours, but saw nothing of the young lady. He knew 
she was young from her movements, and as intimated he 
strongly suspected that she was the girl he had seen flee- 
ing from the vacant house, and he further believed that 
she was in some way connected with what he had reason 
to suspect was a tragic incident. 

| After having hung around for several hours Jack | 
walked away, but determined to return at night and lie 
in wait and learn if the girl came forth after nightfall. 
fe hung around until near midnight when his vigilance 
and patience were rewarded. He saw a female issue forth 
from the boarding house, and concluded that it was the 
party he had ‘‘shadowed”’ earlier in the day. He fell to 
the woman’s trail and lo, she proseeded direct to the 
vacant house, and the hour was near midnight; and hesaw . 
‘her resume her maneuvers as she had figured when he first 


svecognized that she had an interest i in the house i in which 
he had seen the dead beauty. 
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An hour passed; the veiled woman made no effort to 
enter the house, but merely moved around from place te 
place in the vicinity; but it was very evident that she 
was watching it closely. Jack determined to address 
her, and he advanced SG said: 

“*Good-evening, miss.’ 

The woman uttered a cry and stood still ,gazing at him 
from under her veil. 

**Do not be fr ightened, miss, but I fear it is necessary 
for me to have a few momexits’ conversation with you.’’ 

“IT do not understand, sir, why you should address 
eT 

**T think rt cnn attract your interest and explain why I 
address you.’ 

**It is possible you oe made a mistake. ’’ ae 

“*No, I have not made a mistake in one direction.’’ 


Jack was amazed that the veiled woman exhibited Be. 


little evidence of fear; she talked to him in firm tones. 

**You pay you can attract my interest?’’ 
Co San: 
**Do so.’ | | 
“You msl aadia® » the house No. ——,”’ 
The as gave a start. 
““Go on,’’ she said in a quick tone. 
“I am also watching that house. Mae 

—“Tndeed.’’ si 


*‘I am and I will be perfectly frank with you. : 
**Do so.’’ 


“'T had occasion to enter that house last ahh. es 
_ after midnight.”’ + 


The woman betrayed considerable Dionne but ade 
no remark, and Jack continued: aa 

“Yes, I entered that house after midnight and made & 
most thr ling and startling discovery,’”” ait seid ie 


4 


Me 
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“*Indeed?’’ | 

‘*The house, as you know, i is unfurnished.’” 

**As I know?’’ 

** Ves. be 

*‘Oh, certainly, you have just told me it is unkure 
nished.”’ . 

Jack did not comment upon the ene but said: 

**‘I repeat, I made a startling discovery.’’ 

‘Can I ask what you discovered?’’ | 

‘*I discovered a coffin in that house, and in the coffin. 
was the body of a once beautiful woman.”’ 

The veiled woman uttered an exclamation, but made 
no comment. 

‘*You, miss, knew of the corpse being in that house; 
you know possibly the facts that led to the carrying of 
that dead woman into an unfurnished house, and you — 
know why, inthe most mysterious manner, that corpse: 
was removed.”’ 

‘‘T know nothing about it.’ 

‘“*Do you mean to tell me you did not behold that 


€,>3 


eorpse ? 
‘*Will you tell me who you are and Sie you talk to 
me in this strange manner?’’ | 
‘*T will on one condition.”’ 
‘‘Name your condition. ”’ : 
‘‘T must see your face; then I will tell you the whole 


“truth. ie \ 


‘‘If I were to show you my face you wend be more. 


greatly mystified.’’ - 


A 


‘‘T would?’’ 
“You would.’’ 
‘Will you show me your face and weniiit: me to be | 


mystified ?’’ 
The veiled woman appeared to meditate a moment, and 


\ then said : 
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“Our meeting is a strange one. ’’ , 
“‘Not at all; I sought you, I’ve been watching you.”* «= 
*“Watching me?’’ oe ) 
“Vea.” | f 

‘kor what reason ?’’ | al 
“Because I have good reason to suspect that you can 


fhrow some light on the mystery.’’ | fe | 


on 


‘“‘Are you interested in the mystery ?’’ 
4st .9re 6 | 

*“How ?’’ | | 

“I will tell you after I have seen your face.’’ 

*“Why is if so necessary to see my face?’’ 

“‘I will explain that also afterward. I intend to be 
perfectly frank with you if you will permit me; I also 
hope you will be perfectly frank with me.’ 

““Come,’’ said the veiled woman, and she stepped 
under a street lamp, and removing her veil disclosed her 
face under the clear light from a street lamp. Jack at a 
glance recognized the girl whom he had seen fleeing from 
the house, and he more particularly noted her strange 
beauty. | | 

“*‘Are you satisfied ?” 

**T am.’”’ | \ ) 

“Will you now tell me why you are interested in this 
mystery ?’’ 

“I will. Iwas passing that house yonder about mjd- 


might when I overheard a succession of screams, and an 


instant later I saw a young woman rush from the house 


» and disappear. I saw that her face was white with 


terror; I am of an investigating turn of mind and [I 
sought to learn what had occurred in the house to cause 
her flight. I was led step, by step owing to certain 
peculiar conditions, and finally entered the house through 
the door which you had left ajar. Once in the house l 


/ 
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discovered that it. was an unfurnished building. “That 


struck me as very queer; I followed up and discovered & 
bier with a velvet pall thrown over it. I was amazed; I 
atepped beside the bier, raised the pall and discovered F 
the coffin. I removed the lid and beheld the face of a. 


‘woman who had been beautiful in life. Then I deter- © 


mined to investigate still further; I ascended to the 


upper floors of the house. I was absent from the parlor 


floor about half an hour; when I returned the bier, the 
Boftin, and indeed all the funeral paraphernalia had most. 
singularly and mysteriously disappeared.’’ | 

The girl listened with absorbed attention while Jack | 
was truthfully relating all the facts that had won his— 
interest in the strange circumstances, and when he had 
concluded she asked: 
“Are you ante you have not been sod arn hes | 

‘‘T am sure.’ 

‘You really saw a coffin in that house?’’ 

CL. diay | 

‘‘First you saw a lady run fda tke house?” 

**T did. ’’ | 
- **And that led you 6 enter ?”’ 

. .GSs. 

**And then you made the Stents discovery ?”’ 

‘*V as. +3 

**Tt is all very strange.”’ 


. Yes, it is all very strange; and now what ah Cat 


- you throw upon the mystery, for you were in that house, 
you saw the corpse, and in alarm you rushed LH . 


_ “T cannot throw any light on the dark affair.’ 


“Tt did think you would be as frank as I have been, for 
I have told you all the nae in a truthful manner. ”’ 

‘‘T believe you have.’ 

‘‘You will admit you were in that house Pee 


Cae oem a 
*T was.’ 


‘Then ain did you ae me e if 1 had been dreaming?” 

“IT merely | desired to learn what answer you ‘would 
make, that is all. Now tell me who you are—a detec. 
tive, or are you a party to the mystery?” © ; 

‘Tam nota detective, I am not a party to. the myste- 

frious incidents.’ | 

“‘And who are y you??? | : 

‘<Simply what you behold; a young man not: an inquiai- 
tive turn of mind, who attracted by his curiosity was oe 
into the discovery that I have related to you.’ 

‘And you know nothing more than what you have 
related ?’’ 

“‘T know nothing more, but I am determined to probs 
this affair to the bottom and learn all the facts.’” . 

“Why?” | 

‘‘Because I am convinced that some crime has beex 
committed.” 


CHAPTER IV. 


“WE ARE WATCHED’’—‘‘I’LL TAKE CARE OF THE ‘SHADOWER’ 7?—~« 
A DETECTIVE GETS A SURPRISE—A POSTPONED NARRATIVE—- = 
A SECOND SURPRISE FOR A DETECTIVE—FROM DARKNESS TO & 
DAZZLING LIGHT—-A MEETING IN THE DARK—SUSPICIONS, 


Aca the girl meditated, and Jack interrupting her 
meditataons said: 

‘‘Now it is your turn to give me some information, for ° 
you certainly can throw some light on this mystery, as J 
said.’’ | 

**I cannot; it isa mystery to me.” 
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- **You were in that house?’’ 
. **¥ have admitted I was there.’ 

**Will you tell me how it was that you were in ths 
house and know nothing. about the circumstances ?’’ 

“*1¥ do not believe you would accept my narrative were 
gi to relate the real facts. ”’ 

**Yes, I would accept your PATER 

*“It is a very strange one.’ 

** Relate the facts to me.’’ “igs 
 “*Yam a stranger here in this city, that is, a compara- 
tive stranger.’’ 

*“But you were in that house ?”’ 

**T was.’’ | 

“YT ask you to tell me how it was you were there and 
unable to throw any light on the mystery.’’ 

*‘I must first relate some facts Sonor ue myself. I 
do not know that I am wise in so doing.”’ 

“Why not?’’ 

““You are a stranger to me.’ 

**T am, but I am an honorable man.’ 

**T am convinced that you are. But come, ue have ate | 
tracted attention; there is a man watching us.’’ 

“*Yes, I observed him.”’ 

“Fe may be ‘shadowing’ us.’ 

“Have you anything to fear?’’ 

“*Yes.’’ 

**What?’’ 

“«T will explaia later; but we had better walk away.’ 
«Where shall we go?’’ 

““Anywhere; I feel safe in going cays you.’ 

“"T am glad, but how have I won your confidence ?”’ 

‘*By your absolute truthfulness; I know you told me 
*he truth about the discovery of the dead woman. Again, 
® must trust some one; you are acquainted with enough 
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facts for me to accept you as my confidant, especially 
since, as I have said, I believe you have told the truth. 
I feel that some great crime is being committed in New 
York; I believe that house is associated with the crime. 
The police should be informed; I dare not inform the 
police. I will tell you certain very startling facts under 
a promise that you do not involve me; but there is a 
mystery here greater than you at present suspect. We 
will walk away and learn if that man follows us.’’ 

‘You are avery cool, bright, and courageous young 
woman; we will walk away.’’ | 

Jack and the young lady did walk away but very soon 
discovered that they were being followed, and our hero 
Said: | | | 
“That man is following us.’’ : 

“*Yes, and he is very open about it.’’ 

“I can throw him off our track; I will if you will prom- 
ise not to desert me.’’ 

““I will not desert you; I am a8 anxious to exchange ex- _ 
periences with you as you are to exchange them with me. 
I repeat, I have a very startling story to tell. 7 | 

**You walk on, await mea square or two from here. I 
will rejoin you; keep straight along on this street; I do 
not wish it to happen that we miss each other; it is im- 
portant I should hear your narrative.’ 

The young lady walked on and Jack turned back to 
meet the man who had been ‘‘shadowing’’ him. The 
man did not attempt to evade our hero, and Jack ap- 
proached straight to him and Bald: 

‘“My friend, you have been ‘dogging’ me.”’ 

“‘T have,’’ came the prompt admission. 

*“Why have you done so?” é 

“I am not satisfied as to your movements. What is it 
that you and that veiled woman are up to?” 
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**It is none of your business. ”’ , 


‘‘Then Ishall be compelled. to eae it. my i bidcean rn 
You will give me a eee ARE explanshiog: or I shal} | 


arrest you.’ | ey 

‘Oh, you are an officer ?””. n | 

‘*No matter who or what I.am; I will mie as a pide me 

**Then listen to me, officer or no officer, you go off 
about your business or you will-regret it.’’ 

‘“You speak boldly.’’» | | 

“‘It is my right.’’ | wre 

‘‘Then it is my right to demand an answer ta my ques~ 
tion, or I shall arrest yeu.’ 

‘Oh, no.’’ 

‘“You are my prisoner.’’ 

‘*Don’t attempt to rea me.’ 

‘“You are my Pron On, you will go with me.’ 

‘*Not one step.’ | 

The man drew a club and pan cad coached Jack when. 
suddenly there came a flash and the officer was envelored: 
in a dense cloud of smoke—so dense that he could 


neither see to the right nor to the left—and the volume: | 


of smoke increased and covered a circular space more than 
fifty feet across. It was a most singular and extraordi~ 
nary occurrence; one can readily imagine that the officer 


was confused, he did not know which way to turn. He. 


did not attempt to emerge from the dense volume of 


smoke, but he was confused and bewildered. In about: | 


five minutes, however, the smoke drifted away and the 
officer could see in every direction, but the party to: 
how he had been talking—indeed, whom he had been 
«‘shadowing’ ~—had strangely disappeared. The officer 
stood alone; helooked up and down the street, but no- 
where was there a person in sight. 

‘‘Well,’’ ejaculated the raat “that beats me. Where 


— 


_ AN AMAZING WIZARD.: 31-04 





in thunder did that dense volume’of smoke come from? 
One thing is a that Sane a eee of it and 
has gotten away.’ ee | 
Such was the fact; the ait “the yak oa com=: 
menced to envelop the officer Jack started ona run, s00n 
overtook the young lady, and said: | DSS 
‘‘Come, we will get out of sight as soon as ‘Aaa pdai le: 
we have a few 2 dasa and I do not believe that man 
will find us again.’ | : ss 
The girl laughed in a merry way: and said: 
“This is all a very thrilling experience for me, but cir- 
brett staliisel have led me along, and for the last two days rE. 
have been the central figure in several startling expert 
ences. I do not-know where it will end.’’ | 
‘-We want along talk together. You donot fear me : 
you can trust me; I have a proposition: we will go to a — 
hotel restaurant; itis not yet midnight; #e can have a 
late supper and talk the whole matter over,’ 
‘‘No, I cannot do that.’’ 
‘“Why not?’’ 
**T do not dare.’’ 
**Then you do not have that faith in me you said you 
had.’’ | 
“*T have. » Let me see, I will go home and we will meet 
to-morrow, then we can talk at our leisure. ’’ 
Jack meditated a moment, and said: 
i “I believe after ail that will be the best plan; you will 
not fatl to meet me?’’ 
“*T will not.’’ ie aed, 
** Where shall we meet?’’ | 
“In Central Park, on one of the seats near the Fifty- 
ninth Street entrance, then we can stroll over to some 


nook where I can tell you my story and relate my 6% 
traordinary experience. ’’ 
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“That is ae wisest plan; I will | accompany you to 
your home.’ 

Jack did accompany the young lady ¢ to her home, and 
before parting asked: 

**Will you tell me your name?’’ 

‘*You can know me as Miss Sara Smyth.’’ 

¢ ‘And I am Jack Reed,’’ said our hero, and he arranged 
the hour when they were to meet on the morrow, and 
bade the young lady good-night. 

Our hero was puzzled by the strange incidents that had 
attended him, and as he walked away he muttered: 

““T believe that young lady is honest, but ginger! ae 
an odd adventure I am having.”’ 

Jack was proceeding along lost in deep thought when 
suddenly he felt a hand piaubed on his shoulder and a 
‘voice sald: | 

**Well, we meet again, and our meeting this time will 
not end in smoke.’ | 

*‘Oh, my friend, itis you. Well, that was cen how | 
that cloud fell over us. I wandered out of it, and as I 
had no special business with you I went off and attended 
to my own business. But, hello! what’s the matter 
now ?”’ | re pre | 

The officer on the previous occasion had been enveloped - 
in smoke; but as Jack exclaimed ‘‘Hello,’’ the officer was 
in the midst of a dazzling ray of light that fairly blinded 

him. The amazing wizard had reversed the character of 
his trick and had blinded his man not with smoke but 
with a light so dazzling the man was as blind as a bat. 

As our readers know, Jack was a wonderful wizard and 

‘capable of performing the most remarkable tricks and 
creating the startling phenomena. ~ 

While the officer stood blinded in the midst of the daz- 
zling light Jack coolly walked off, and when the light 
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disappeared and the officer could see things around him. 
once again, he muttered: 

‘‘T am awake that’s sure, but it does appear as thougk 
I had run up against the devil, or the king of all wizards. ”* 
He looked around but Jack was non est. He had siia 
away as adroitly as when some little time previously he 
had bewildered the officer in a cloud of smoke. 

On the morning following the incidents we have re-— 
Jated Jack was on hand at the time named, and there, 
without any veil and very neatly attired, was the strange. 
girl Sara Smyth. 

She smiled pleasantly as J Bee RD eM is looked 
very charming indeed. 

‘‘You are a little late,’’ she said, and at once arose pre- 
pared to accompany Jack, and as she did so she remarked: 

‘‘This is indeed a very singular éxperience for me, but 
I rather like the novelty of it.’’ 

‘‘So do I,’’ said Jack, for he was veulty charmed. At 
the same time we will here state that he was on his 
guard. He was well aware that beautiful women are 
sometimes arch connivers and intriguantes; he knew this: 
girl had been in that house; he suspected a crime was in 
progress. It was possible that despite her screams and 
her terror she might be one of the conspirators, if there 
was a conspiracy in progress. She certainly was too cool 
and self-reliant, as he believed, for an ‘ordinary person, 
‘and he had evidence that she was more thana pretty, con- 
-yentional girl. She met extraordinary adventures with 
wonderful coolness. She possessed great courage to ven- 
ture out at night to investigate, as claimed; she showed 
courage in meeting him. He was a handsome fellow, 
and he had met her as Jack Reed, under no disguise 
whatever. 


Together Jack and Miss Smyth walked away toward 
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the upper lake, and taking a side path soon arrived ata 
zetired spot where there was a rustic seat, and she said: 

‘We will sit down here and discuss our mystery. ee 

YYosy ¢ necaiicncald Jack. 

“You saw me leave that house?” 

‘Tt did.’’ | 

‘‘Prior to seeing me rush out you. heard me scream??? _ 

‘<f presume you are the one who screamed.’”’ 

‘Yes, I did scream; and I rushed forth ‘in wild bree 

‘ust as you described, and as I promised last night I will 

tell you my history before I relate ane strange circum- 
stances which led up to what/you saw.’ 

Miss Smyth was perfectly cool as she Heodccded with 
ber explanations. 

“You see,’’ resumed the girl, “‘that I am about to be 
as frank as you were last night.’’ | 

‘‘T am glad.”’ 

‘IT believed your Ory you must pelea mine.’ 

‘*T expect to do so.’ 

In truth, however, Jack was becoming exceedingly 
suspicious despite the beauty and seeming frankness of 
Miss Smyth. He was almost as greatly mystified by her 
as he had been by the strange incidents which had led te 
his acquaintance with her.- | 

‘‘Y was born up in the State of New York. My father 
was a banker and quite a rich man, and he lavished a 
zreat deal of money on my education, for I was his only 
-daughter. Living in our town was a family who were 


; 


‘ our equals in wealth and social standing, and a member 


of that family, quite a fashionable young Iman, paid >» 
special attentions. For reasons not necessary to state I 


despised him, and did not encourage his attentions to me, — 


and after some time he went abroad and I was glad, asl 


as relieved of his attentions. And so matters. went on 
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anit] one evil day trouble arose. It was discovered that 
a defaleation had occurred in the bank; circumstances 
pointed toward my father as having been in eollusion 
with the men who robbed the bank. He was innocent, 
but he turned over every dollar of his private fortune to 
make up the deficiency, and then poor dear father, borne’ 
down under the humiliation and excitement, fell a victim 
- to a disease that had long inflicted him, and I was left a 
penniless orphan.’’ 
A moment Miss iti who Had: Bnovon rapidly ceased _ 
speaking, and Jack could see tears welling in her beau- 
tiful eyes. : 


CHAPTER V. 

A SINCERE GIRL—A LIFE HISTORY—1RE ANSWER TO AN ‘‘AD” 
——-MEETING IN THE VACANT HOUSE-——-A THRILLING TALE— 
EVIDENCES OF A SERIES OF TERRIBLE CRIMES—A COMPACT? 
—‘‘I WILL. SOLVE THIS MYSTERY.’’ 


Jack saw something more than the tears in those eyes > 
he beheld an expression of sincerity and tenderness on 
that beautiful face which disarmed all suspicion. Ho, 
had learned within a few moments to believe in the hon- 
esty and sincerity of the lovely girl who was under such 
strange circumstances telling him her life history. nies 

A moment only did Miss Smyth give way to the emo- 

@ tions she was evidently seeking to suppress, and she BED- 
ceeded with her narrative: .. 

“Yes, within a few days I was hurled ow from, & po- 
sition of affluence to a condition of poverty. Had my 

father lived he would. have regained his ‘financial positions 


ee 
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but death claimed him and I was left a penniless orphan. | 
I was not entirely deserted by my friends; I met with a 
great deal of sympathy and kindness on every hand, and 
among others who were very good to me was the mother 
of the young man whose attentions I had so scornfully 
rejected. Strange as it may appear, I have no relatives 
with whom I am acquainted. I know that my father has 
a brother living somewhere, but we have not heard from 
him in many years. As I’ve said, Mrs. Littleton was 
very sympathetic, and when the full measure of the finan- 
cial disaster became known she offered me a position iL, 
her home as governess to her children. I was glad to 
accept the position and was proud to be earning my own 
livelihood, when lo, her son, Tom Littleton, whom I had 
rejected as a suitor,returned, and taking advantage of my | 
changed position began toannoy me. He became bolder 
and bolder, and finally actually insulting, and then I 
made up my mind to give up my position. I did so, and 
about three months ago lI came to New York. I hada 
little money and a splendid stock of clothing remaining 
from our days of affluence; I also owned a few valuable 
jewels. I came to New York hoping to obtain a position 
as teacher in the public schools; I have not succeeded, 
and a week ago I determined if possible to secure a posi- 
tion as governess, or one a8 companion to some lady as 
reader. So you see, Mr. Reed, that up to a@ compara. 
_ tively few hours ago my experience has been ordinary | 
- gnd conventional, and I know you believe the story that 
I have told you. Whether or not you will as readily 
accept the tale I now have to tell, I cannot decide.”’ ‘ 
Jack was charmed, and he did believe every word of the 
tale that had been related to him, and he so said and 
added: | N 
‘‘Miss Smyth, I shall accept as true anything that you. 
may relate to me.’’ La | 
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You are certainly very confiding, especially after hav- 
ing discovered a young woman running around at mid- 
night, her face hidden behind a veil, and one who has 
made a confidant of a stranger. But, sir, in this city I 
am friendless; I have only passing friends. Iam reside 
ing in a boarding house and have held myself aloof from 
my fellow boarders to such a degree that I am conscious 
that various stories are in circulation concerning me. 
The landlady to a certain extent has enjoyed my confi- 
dence; I was forced to make a confidant of her, partially 
in self-defense, and she has been very kind and consid- 
erate. Iam naturally courageous and self-reliant, and 
my experience during the last two years has made me 
specially so, and that will account for my lack of the 
timidity that you might expect to find in a young lady 
who is just twenty; but adversity makes one self-reliant, 
and adversity has been my instructor. Iam discerning, . 
and I have trusted you my on my own judgment as to 
your henor and sincerity.’’ | | 

‘“*T can say without any vanity pT ere and 
discernment have not misled you,’’ was our hero’s com- 
ment. 

“You have through accident identified yourself with 
an incident in my career. I must make a confidant of 
some one and you are the one I shall trust, and to you I 
will relate my strange adventure.”’ 

“‘And you will never regret your confidence in me.’’ 

‘“‘As I told you I advertised for a position as governess 
or companion, and I received an answer to my advertise- 
ment requesting me to call at the house from which you 
saw me escape. I was requested to call in the evenine 
a the party could not conveniently see me at any Bilis 
time, and in the note Iwas informed that in case my 
services were required a very agreeable and satisfactory 
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arrangement would be made. I was delighted wo receive 
this note, and knowing that I was capable of fulfilling | 
_ any duty within the scope of my advertisement, at about 
seven o ‘clock 1 in the evening I started forth.”’ 

‘Did you not inform any one where you were going?’ 

‘“T did not.”’ | 

‘‘You should have done so.’ | 

““T know now that I was very rash, at 

““You were.’ , 

“‘I went to the house and of course was very nervous. 
i had arrayed myself in my best attire knowing the ad- 
vantage of first impressions, especially on the part of a 
certain class of fashionable people. In answer to my ~ 
ring a maid appeared at the door. She looked likea 
negro woman; I am now satisfied, however, that she was 

not; I was too nervous at the moment to note anything 
particularly. Upon opening the door the maid askedme ~ 
in broken English: 

‘* “Are you the young lady who was to call?’ 

-“T answered that I was, and the woman said: 

‘* “Weare cleaning house and all the carpetsareup. I 
hope you will overlook the fact, but as ay mistress is 
going abroad she desired to see you at once.’ 

‘‘The girl did not use the exact language, but ota I 
have repeated is the substance of her statement. I felt a 
Nittle shocked, but after all there was nothing specially 
‘wnusual in the fact of the bare floors especially as the lady 
LT was to meet was about to go abroad. I was led into 
the front parlor and a chair was provided for me by the 

' maid, and she said she would summon her mistress. My © 
first inclination was to slip out of the house and go away 

without seeing the lady, for 1 had begun to grow very 
suspicious; but a moment later, and ere I had fully de- 
termined, an elderly lady entered the room. Mhe was 
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pleasunt spoken and made more reasonable excuse for the 
fact that the house was bare. She said that she had 
stored her furniture away, to the fact that she was goin 
abroad and had only remained in the house to meet me, 
and she took a seat near me on the only other chai there 
was inthe room. She asked me a great many questions 
and soon I felt myself growing very drowsy. It was the 
most singular sensation I ever experienced, and theu, 
alas! all recollection ceased. I now know that I became 
unconscious; how long I remained so I/can only judge 
by calculating the time I entered the house and the time 
LI left it, but I did return to consciousness, awoke in a 
dazed manner, and for afew moments could not recall 
how it was I found myself in that room and in total - 
darkness. I started, however, to get out, and in the 
darkness I wandered into the rear parlor and ran against 
something. I was scared almost to death, but recovered 
sufficiently to remember that I had a box of matches in 
my pocket. I ignited one of the matches—a wax match 
—and by its sputtering light beheld the coffin and the 
face of the dead girl. I knew I was not dreaming, and 
it was then I uttered the scream which you overheard, 
and by the aid of asecond wax match I found my way 
to the hall and so to the street door, and finally to the 
street, and it was then that you saw me make my exit. 
On the day following I went down to that house, my face 
hidden behind a veil, and again at night I went there 
ot to learn what I could, and determined in the 
end to secretly call the attention of the police to the 
place, and it was while watching the house on my second 
visit at night that I met you. This is my story, and 
every word I have told you is the truth. ’’ 
Jack listened with the ‘deepest interest; it was cer- 

tainly one of the strangest experiences that had ever 
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come under his observation. He did believe every word 
the girl had told him and he so BRA MPEG: her, and then he 
added: 

‘‘Have you decided upon any solution of the mystery ?’” 
‘‘T have not.”’ | 


‘*Would you recognize the elderly lady who met you?”’: 


**T would not.’’ 

‘*And what did you intend to do?’’ | | 

‘‘T intended to note who went in and came forth from 
that house, and then I intended to send an anonymous: 
note to the chief of police.’’ 

‘One fact is assured: you were drugged.”’ 

‘‘Yes, by some subtle gas that permeated the room, foe 


T drank nothing; but I ey I was thrown into a condi- 


tion of unconsciousness. ’ 

‘*Yes, and I think I know the character of the subtle 
substance which threw you into unconsciousness, but. 
that does not matter now. Who is the dead girl? Did 
she die a natural death or was she murdered? Did they 


intend to murder you, and if so what was their purpose ?’” 


 “T cannot tell; it is the most strange and mysterious 
incident that ever occurred. I never eS er anything 
as strange and weird as my own experience.’ 

There was a strange glitter in the eyes of Jack. He 


was a great wizard and he knew of a subtle gas which | 


could be thrust unobserved under the nostril of an in-, 


tended victim, and its effects would be to throw the party 
attacked into a death-like slumber. That part of it was: 
no mystery to the young magician, as stated, but what: 
could have been the object and purpose of making Miss. 


Smyth a victim. There was the mystery, and we will 


here admit that a weird suspicion was rising in his‘mind, 


and he believed one of the most atrocious of all crimes: 


had been the secret purpose. After some little time 
given to thought Jack said: . 
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‘©Miss Smyth, I am about to ask one favor: do not 
communicate with the police, do not mention your experi- 
ence to a living soul, leave the solution of this mystery 
to me. . L trust I am the only one to whom you have cor- 
fided your BODY! 

‘<You are.’ 

‘“‘That is good; the chances are that not only. one crime 
has been committed but numerous crimes.’ 

‘“‘Are you a detective ?’’ 

‘“‘Not a regular detective, I am a sort of amateur detec- 
tive, and Ido not believe there is a person on earth better - 
capable of solving this mystery than myself. Some day — 
you shall know my grounds for making this declaration. 
I promise you the mystery shall be solved and the crime 
punished, if indeed a crime_or crimes have been com- 
mitted. I will ask one more favor: do not for the _pres- 
ent search further for a position.’ 

The girl looked puzzled and asked: 

‘Why should I Perea idle?” 

““There are.reasons.’ 

“But Iam running out of funds; my little stock of 
money is nearly exhausted.’’ 

**You need give yourself no Tyieheaitean b on that score.’ 

Miss Smyth blushed and there came a flash to her beau- 
tiful eyes, as she said: 

““T beg your pardon, sir.’’ 

“Do not misunderstand me, Miss Smyth, I have con-. 
siderable influence. I will be able to secure a position 
for you, an excellent one that will amply remunerate you 
for your services, and one that will be perfectly agreeable 
to you.”’ 

**You are very kind.”’ 

“*I will be glad to aid you in this direction; but, Miss 
Smyth, if my suspicions are correct, we will need your 


hm 
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services indirectly in solving this mystery, and that is 
why Lask that for the present you do not seek further for 
aposition. And nowI will escort you to your home, and 
it may be that I will desire to communicate with you 
later on. Will you feel free to meet me should I drop 
“you a line and request an interview under the same con- — 
‘ditions under which we have met this morning ?”’ 

‘‘T shall hold myself in readiness to ag in the solution * 
of this mystery in any way that I can.’’ » at 

‘‘Tt is very remarkable that you should have Panovareit 
from the condition of unconsciousness as quickly as you 
did.’’ | 

‘Then you know something of the nature of the subtle. 
influence that threw me into unconsciousness ?”’ 
— J think I do; but let me ask where were you at the 
time you recovered consciousness ?”’ | 

‘‘T was in the same room whereI had met the lady, but: 
I was lying on a cushion and a shawl had been thrown | 
over me.”’ | | 

‘‘Yes, Lsee,’’ commented Jack, ‘‘this all shows design.’ 





OHAPTER VI. 


A SENSATION IN A MORNING JOURNAL—A MISSING HE:RESS——~ 
JACK’S SUSPICIONS—A CONNECTING LINK——A LITTLE TRICE 
__.HE TRAMP—TWO TRAMPS—A GREAT CHANCE FOR GOOP 


i: 
DETECTIVE WORK—‘‘WHO WILL WIN.” 

Jack escorted Miss Smyth to her home and after giving: 

her certain directions he returned to his own lodgings. 


Tt was our hero’s rule to read the morning papers before 
going abroad. Upon the morning when he went to meet 
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Miss Smyth he had failed to do so, and’ upon arriving at 
his home he took the morning paper and glanced over it, 
and immediately a paragraph met his glance which set 


- him to speculating. 


In the paper there appeared a sensational account o% 
the disappearance of a young girl. No motive could be 
assigned for the disappearance. The girl was the ward: 
of a well-known lawyer; she was an heiress. It was not. 
known that she had any love affair—indeed, the disappear- 
ance and its cause was the most baffling character as con- 
cerned possibilities or motives. A large reward was 
offered for any information that would lead to her finding, 
dead or alive. | 

There were many paihieuibes not necessary to record. 
The girl was described as very attractive, of a cheerful 
disposition, and great stress was laid on: the statement. 
that there was no known cause for her involuntary secret- 
ing of herself, and the idea that she had made away with 
herself was scouted. 

It was stated that some of the cae detectives in the 
city had been employed on the case, and it was accepted 
as a fact that she had been abducted. 

Jack read over the account several times, and it was 
not strange that he should have instantly associated the 


 mInissing girl with the beautiful corpse he had seen in the 


vacant house. ‘ 

Our hero was not one to act rashly; he was very delib- 
erate in all his movements, and again, owing to the fact 
that the girl was dead he appreciated the difficulty of 
tracing her and establishing her identity, He resolved 
not to communicate directly with the missing girl’s 
friends, but work’ around and make the acquaintance of 
one of the detectives. 


There was a picture of the missing girl published in 
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several of the daily papers, but Jack knew how little relic 
ance can be placed on newspaper portraits. He deter- 
mined in his own mind to manage to behold a veritable 
photograph of the girl. 

Of course he here again wwavoiehiran the difficulties. 
He had only glanced at the face of the dead girl, and it 
would have required a closer study to recognize the 
resemblance between a dead face and a living one. Still 
there remained the possibility of establishing a general 
resemblance. As far as he could judge the age of the 
missing girl and the dead girl would agree, and again, 
the mysterious disappearance. Here was a very sugges- 
tive feature of the case in connection with the experience 
of the beautiful Miss Smyth, but for an accident, as our 
hero had reason to know, there would have been a second 
mysterious disappearance of a beautiful young lady, and 
we can add that Jack was in a way to arrive at certain 
conclusions that would not have been likely to have been 
suggested to any one else. He realized that he had a 
great job ahead of him, and one possibly that would call 
for a display of all his magical powers in ree most novel 
and wonderful manner. 

Our hero sent a note to Miss Smyth ea aati her to 
meet him in the park on the following morning, and then 
he went further—he visited the reading room of one of 
the great hotels. He desired to listen to the several 
ideas as concerned the case, and he knew that he was 
pretty sure to hear such discussion in a great barroom. 

-Luater he conceived a very cunning idea; he recalled that 
' a large reward had been offered, and he desired to make 
the acquaintance of a first-class detective engaged on the 
case. He went to his home after hanging around the 
hotel reading room for an hour or two, and when in his 
home he got himself up im a very scientific manner for 
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the plan he had determined te carry out. His main 
desire was to make the acquaintance of a detective under 
peculiar conditions, and having made himself up he pro- 
ceeded to the office of the lawyer who had.been the miss- 
ing girl’s guardian, and to whom, as advertised, all in- 
formation was to be conveyed. _ | | 

Jack had no difficulty in finding the office. He rapped 
at the office door—did not enter as he could have done, 
but, as stated, rapped on the door. It was opened by a 
lad of whom he inquired: t 

**Is this the office of Mr. Stuart ?’’ 

**Yes,’’ came the sharp answer. | 

Jack looked like a miserable tramp, and the iad did 
not feel called upon to be very courteous. 

**Is the gentleman here?’’ 

**T’ll see. ”’ fe 

The lad stepped inside and told Mr. Stuart that an old 
framp was outside and desired to see him. Mr. Stuart 
was a shrewd man; he was looking out for tramps just 
about that time, and he said: ay 

‘*Show the gentleman in.”’ | 

“‘He is not a gentleman, sir, he is a tramp,’’ said the 
jad. Ce nee 

“Show the man in,’’ came the imperative command in 
a half-impatient tone. 

The lad ‘‘fell to himself,’ as the saying passes, and 
going to the door said: | 

**Come in.”’ 

Jack entered. 

“You will find Mr. Stuart in the far office there,” 

Jack shuffled through the suite of offices and entered 
the office where a shrewd-looking gentleman of abovi fifty 
was seated at a desk. Rd 

“Be you Mr. Stuart?’’ 
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“That is my name.’ | Nig BE ube 

**Are you the gent who has offeted: a reward fie news 
of a young girl that i is mee | 

‘I am the party.’ 

“*T wish to ask a question, sir. ’ 

‘“Very well, proceed.’’ 

‘*What is the amount offered ?’’ 

‘‘One thousand dollars.’’ 

‘‘That ain’t much.’’ | 

‘*1 should think it would ve quite a sum Son you.’ 

‘“No, sir, it’s worth more.’ 

‘How much?’’ 

‘Hive thousand at least.’’ 

The lawyer eyed his brawny visitor very critically, and 
finally said: 

‘‘We might pay more for positive’ formation 

‘“The amount offered was really five thousand dollars. ”’ 

ae we ll pay five thousand for positive rnforma- 
tion.’ 

‘‘Yes, that is what ve ve offered already.’”’ 

‘‘Oh, you know then what we ve offered ?’’ 

‘“Of course I do.”’ 

‘“Why did you ask?’’ 

_ “T think the amount aS be doubled. ’” 

““You do?”’ 

“*Ves.”” 

‘Why?’ 

‘‘Well, it’s a great case.’ 

‘Let me see,’’ said the lawyer, cy will go out and 
speak to a gentleman who has the matter in charge, and — 
learn if he is willing to pay a larger sum.”’ 

Mr. Stuart left the office and there came a triumphant 
look to the tramp’s face. He realized that his cunning 
trick was working just right. 


os 
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Mr. Stuart went outside and exchanged a few words 
with one of his clerks, and then hastily wrote a note 
which he ordered to be given to Mr. —-— as soon as he 
arrived, and upon returning to his private office he said : 

‘We will pay a larger reward upon condition that the ~ 
information leads to decided results. ’’ 

““What do you call decided results, sir?’’ , 

**I mean the discovery of the missing girl alive.’’ { 

‘*Why,certainly, yes; and how will the money be paid ?”* 

**Inegold or bills when it is earned. ‘ 

“*T don’t mean that.’’ 

Jack was talking for time and SO was the leer 

*“What do you mean?’’ : 

*“Well, there might be a little risk.’ 

a ee risk ?’’ oy the lawyer. 

XO 

**How ?”’. 4 

“Well, you know, you are a lawyer.”’ 

*“Have you any information, my friend.’’ 

**T am not speaking for myself. ’’ 

*“Oh, Pe are not?’’ 

~t*No 

“Who a are you ie for??? 

‘‘T’ve a suspicion.” 

**You have a suspicion ?’’ 

a ena | 

“What is your suspicion ?’’ 

““Well, I know a party who may know something.’’ 

’ What makes you think this party knows something ?”” 

“‘T’ve known him to be in jobs of this kind.”’ 

*“Jobs of what kind ?’’ | 

““Adventures and such like—yes, he’s a ‘dandy’ on 
such jobs. I’ll bet he can give some information, but he 
is very shy; he plays off, see? He don’t take any 
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chances, but I reckon I Es work a few facts out of 
him if I know everything is all right.’’ “i Ae 

‘*All right, how?’’ 

‘“Well, you know.’”’ 

ac. don’t.’ 
‘You see, the reward might be paid and then yo 1 
- might jump on a fellow, see? Now he ain't taking any 

chances. He might want the money, but he will be 

scary of being jumped on, see?”’ | 

‘“Yos, I see; and if the girl is returned alive you us 
friend need have no fear; if she j is dead he will have \ 
prove that he did not have a hand 1 in her death. But 
who is your friend?’’ 4 

Oh; t am not giving him away until I know the road 
is clear.’ ; 

‘¢When will you know?”’ 

“‘T will see him.”’ 

‘*When ?’’ 

**To-night.”’ 

“*And then?”’ 

**T will come back and see you? 

‘¢When will I see you again?”’ ae 

<<To-morrow if there is anything in it. You kno 
am nt promising dead sure, but I think I am on to thi 
case.’ 

‘‘How about the missing wirl??* 

. “Oh, I don’t know anything about her yet. te 

-“'What do you suspect ?’’ 

“Tn what way?’ 

“Ts ghe dead or alive?”’ ‘ 

“My idea is that you will never know anything me re 
about it unless the girl is alive, see?’’ | a ) 

The latter was what is called a very ‘‘cagey’ ’ answers 


and the lawyer so recognized it. 
| 5 i. 
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 **Then you will report here to-morrow ?"” 

ory may, I won’t promise for sure. ’ 

‘You will if you have anything to report?” a 

Yes: 

“At what hour?’’ 

' £*Gan’t tell, according to a er angcn. 

Jack and the lawyer held some further conversation 1% 
line with what we have recorded, and then our hero de- | 
parted. As he passed through the main office he saw: 
a man sitting at a table apparently writing, but he knew 
that the man was the detective that Mr. Stuart had tele- 
phoned for from a neighboring office, and mentally our 
hero concluded: 4 

*““Good enough; that is the man with whom te am to 
have some fun during the next twenty-four hours.’ 

As the door. closed behind Jack, Mr. Stuart stepped 
from his office and asked, addressing the detective: 

‘“How long have you been here?’’ 

‘‘Ten minutes; I happened to be in the office when the: 
telephone rang up. I came right around.”’ 

‘‘Then you heard some of the talk?’’ 

**T did.’’ 

As the detective said ‘‘I did’’ he left the office; but as 
he walked out he was a different-looking man than the 
one Jack had seen sitting at the desk. 

_ Our hero went down in the elevator; the detective 
‘went down the stairs three or four steps at a leap, and he 
arrived at the bottom stair just as Jack passed out of the 
building. Jack had lingered; the detective thought the 
fact lucky, he did not suspect it was design. Jack 
leaped on acar and the detective jumped on the same. 
car. Our hero alighted at Fourteenth Street and went 


into the park and sat down on arustic bench, and he 
remarked: | 
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**T’ll give hits a chance.’ 

Our hero had been seated but a few rath bay: when a 
tramp-like looking man took a seat on the same bench. 
The tramp number two did not speak to tramp number 
one immediately, but after a time he said: F | 

**Say, comrade, can you lend us a cent.’’ 

**Lend you a cent?”’ 

** Yes. ”’ 

‘What for ?”’ 

‘*T want to buy a biscuit; I’m hungry.” 

‘““That’s my case.” ‘\ 

*“You haven’t any money ?”’ 

SS TINOG | 
‘‘Tet’s put our capital together and go into business. ’’ 
‘A good scheme; where shall we open up ?’’ 

‘“*T say, but it’s hard for chaps like us these days.’’ 

*“You bet it’s hard.’’ 

Jack and the tramp conversed for two eee the detec- 
tive proved himself a very patient man. Evening came 
apace, the street lamps flashed forth when « our hero arose 
and said: 

‘Well, comrade, T’ll bid vou eood-evening. [ve had 
a good rest and a pleasant time with you; I am to meeta — 
comrade who will have a few pennies and I may get a roll 
and a cup of coffee. Hope you'll have the same luck.”’ 

Jack proceeded along and met a man who was fairly 
well dressed. He had arranged to meet this man at the 
time. He returned to his home and prepared for the 
ganie he had in hand, and when he joined his friend, in a 
few words he explained the situation, and he and his 
friend proceeded to an old-fashioned basement eating 

galoon, one of the few old-timers existing in New York, 

where there were eating booths ranged on one side of the 
apartment. Jack and his friend entered a booth at the 


~ 


AN AMAZING WIZARD. | 51 > 





S far corner of the room and called for their rolls and 
_ coffee. They had been there but a few moments when a 
man entered and occupitd the adjoining booth, and Jack 
winked significantly to his companion and said: 

“*T called on that lawyer man.’”’ 

**And what did you make out?’’ 

““He’s playing it nice; he is on the catch.”’ 

‘“He is?”’ | 

TV 6Ge 

*<How ?”’ 

**While I was there he went out of ihe room - to see a 


3? 


man. 
“Well?” 
““He played it nice; he sent word for a cop and thinks 
he put up a job on me, but, Tom, old man, I ain’t a 
weasel, and you never can catch me asleep, see?’’ 


CHAPTER VII. 


GOING TO CAMP IN A LUMBER YARD—A VISITOR—-A DETECTIVE 
SEES A LITTLE MAGIC—AN EXPLANATION—-AN UNDERSTAND- 
ING—-A REASON WHY—THE PHOTOGRAPH—-A MUTUAL RE- 
COGNITION — STARTING IN TO SOLVE THE MYSTERY — A 
DETECTIVE LESSON. | 


Jacx and his friend made no further allusion to the 
visit to the lawyer. They ate their rolls and coffee and | 
left the saloon, and a little later separated. Jack wan- 
dered off down toward the river front, and soon he became 
aware that he was being followed. He turned into a 
lumber yard, sought outa cozy place, and acted like a 
man who was preparing to camp for the night, and in a 
few moments he was joined by a man who demanded: 
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“*Hello, what are you doing there?’ 
“‘Resting, my friend, resting, that’s all.” 
‘‘You can’t rest here. ’’ | | | 
“*I can’t?’’ 4 
INOS; | | 
*“How is that?’’ | 
‘“You can’t, that’s all.’’ oe ed 
“IT will.’”’ | | | 
**Get out of here or I will call the police.’’ 
“You will call the police, eh?” 
**Yes, I will.”’ 
**That’s all right; call tHe police and I’ll show you 
what I will do.”’ ae. 
**You will?’’ — 
**Yes, I will.’’ 
**What will you do?’’ 
**T’ll expose you.’’ 
“You will expose me?’’ 
ST walle’’ 
‘“What will your exposure be?’’ 
“Oh, I know you.”’ | 
“You know me?’’ 
“Yes, ldo." 
‘“What do you know about me?’’ 
‘‘The police are after you already.’’ 
““The police are after me?”’ 
‘Vos: air...’ 
Jack spoke in a quiet, matter-of-fact way. 
‘‘My friend, you are crazy.’’ 
SAO eee 
‘*Yes. ”’ 
‘‘Oh, no, I am not crazy, I am a devil—yes, sir; and [ 
am glad I’ve’ got you—yes, got you right here. I’ve 
been looking for you, and I'll tell you why. There is a 
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young lady missing; there is a big reward offered for the 
solution of the mystery; I want to solve the mystery and 


get the reward, and I’ve been on your track. ’’ 


“On my track ?’’ | 

‘“That’s it sure—yes, I was on the lay for you in the 
park. You were the tramp who took a seat along side of, 
me; you followed me into the saloon where I ate my 
rolls; I’ve been baiting you. I came down here know-. 
ing that you were on my track. I’ve got you now, and 
if you want to save your life you will tell me just where 
the girl is. I don’t want any dead girl; IT want a liy 
girl. I know you—yes, sir; you called on Stuart to-day 
to find out all about the reward. I know what your 
game was. You know about the girl and you want to 
make sure that you can get away with the reward and 
not run any risks, but you’ll never get the reward. I’ve 
got you down fine; you know where the missing girl is 
and I want you to tell me, or by George, you will see 
things that you never expected to see.’’ 

The detective who had been baiting Jack was an old 
and experienced man, one of the best on the force, and 
he was a surprised detective—indeed, at that moment he 
had encountered the surprise of his life in one direction. 
Never before had he been so taken aback by a man whom 
he was ‘‘shadowing,’’ and despite the fact that he was a 
brave and experienced man he just stood and gazed in 
amazement, but finally he managed to exclaim: 

‘Well, you have got a cheek.’’ 

**Do you think so?’’, 

It was about all the detective could say, he was so 
amazed—indeed, really bewildered by the effrontery of 
the man, but he appreciated that he had an extraordinary 


‘aman to deal with, no ordinary rogue. 


There followed a moment’s silence, when Jack said: 
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“Why don’t you call the police?” 

**T’ll take care of you without the police.’’ 

“*You will?’’ : 

“*T willy I am satisfied that you are the coolest rogue I 
ever met.’’ 

*“You call me a rogue?’’ | 

*“Yes, I do; and I pronose to make you own up before 
IT am through with you.’’ — ie 

All the detective’s en. F Sie had been ey by 


the incident we have related—indeed, he hardly knew © | 


what move to make. It had been his intention to trail 
and ‘‘shadow’’ his man, and when he accosted him it 
was only to draw his man out. Well, he had drawn him 
out with most startling results. 

“‘So you will make me own up that I am a rogue? 97 

SW hides: 

*“Would that be any “Lda iiion to you? If so I will 
own up that I am a rogue—as big a rogue as you are.’ 

The detective determined to bring matters to a head, 
and drawing a revolver he said in a ORO tone : 3 

“‘T want you to go along with me.’ 

“‘T am not going with you, but you are going with me. 
I make a serious charge against you—yes, sir; you set 
this lumber yard on fire; I saw you do it.”’ 

Jack had hardly spoken the words when the detective 
was dazzled ina blaze of light. He was like one sur- 
rounded by a furious blaze, and he was blinded, unable 
to move. He stood paralyzed for fully twenty seconds, 
when suddenly the blaze vanished and the two men stood 
facing each other, and Jack said: | 

<“You villain, it is lucky I am here or we would have 
had a big conflagration. So you are an incendiary, eh, 
as well as a child pam and But Ill fix you—yes, | T’ll fix 
you; I'll ‘take you a you rascal. nr 
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The detective had run up against all manner of experi- 
ences during his career on the force, but on the occasion 
we describe he had run up against the most startling of 

them all. He sought to raise his pistol when bang! 
bang! there occurred several explosions right in his face, - 
He at first naturally thought that he had been shot at, ; 
but when the explosion ceased he knew that he was unin. 
jured, and again he sought to raise his pistol, when he 
found that he was absolutely helpless; his arm was a# 
though dead; it hung lifeless at his side. Then he wag 
enveloped in a cloud of smoke and the life returned te 
dis arms, and when the smoke cleared away he found that 
he was standing alone; the wonderful tramp had disap- 
peared. 

The situation was indeed a thrilling and startling one. 
The detective was not struck by any sense of supersti- 
tion; he was too well posted; but he did know that in the 
tramp he had encountered the most marvelous magician 
that ever performed a wonderful trick. 

The detective knew there was no need to look for the 
magician; he had been beaten that was certain, and he 
was convinced of a second fact. The magician had some 
purpose in the game he had undoubtedly played. The 
detective dismissed the idea that the man was a rogue, 
and yet he knew the wonderful individual] had some 
game, and a game in connection with the quest for the 
missing girl, or else there was suggested as a startling 
cheory that the magician was the abductor and was play- 
ing a game to throw all pursuers and searchers off his 
- track. 


““1’l] meet him Brain,” muttered the officer alow: 

“yes, I'll meet a again.’ 

‘*You will sure,’’ came a voice, and the next instart a . 
man, notin any way resembling the tramp, stood before. 
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him.. But the detective knew that the man who faced 
him and the pretended tramp were one and the same. — 

**You are a smart fellow,’’ said the officer. 

“*In my line—yes, I think I am against the whole: 
world as a magician. You never saw the tricks worked 
before that I worked on you.’’ 

“*T never did.’’ 

‘‘T had a purpose.’’ 

**T know that.’’ 

‘““You and I are engaged on ay same quest. rd 

‘*Are you a detective ?’’ 

‘“‘T am not, I am only a poor magician.’ 

‘‘Don’t call yourself a poor magician; you are the best 
Lever met. But what has been your purpose in working. 
me?”’ 

‘‘T had a purpose.”’ 

-T know you did.’’ 

‘*And you will explain ?’’ 

*‘T will.’’ 

**Do so.’”’ 

‘“‘T wanted to make your acquaintance, and under cir- | 
ohnistancds that would win for me confidence in my 
powers. ’ | | 

‘*And you are nota dotective 2 

‘*T am not, as I told you.’ 

‘“‘You have won my confidence as far as your wonder= 
ful ability as a magician is concerned. Ihave run up 
against some very wonderful exhibitions of magic, but: 
you outclass them all.’’ | 

‘“And your name is?’’ ® 

‘*‘Ned Kempton.’”’ 

‘‘Well, I’ll call you Ned, and I will tell you why I ets 
sired to make your acquaintance. Through accident rT 
believe I have fallen on to an ineident that will aid us im 
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solving the mystery of the missing girl. I donot propose 
to take the job out of your hands, or interfere with your 
securing the reward; on the other hand I believe I can 
secure the reward for you, or at least materially aid you 
in securing it.’’ : 

“And who are you?”’ Le | 

“TI will be perfectly frank with you; my name is Jack 
- Westlake. I was born in New York, But reared in India, 
where I learned the magician tricks.’ 

‘‘And you think you have a clue as to the 1 eadbotstes 
of the missing girl?’’ 

‘“Yes, I believe I have had the sad privilege of gazing 
on her dead face.’’ 

‘‘Great ginger!’’ ejaculated the detective, ‘ is the poor 
girl dead ?’’ 

*‘Apparently, yes.’’ 

**You say apparently ?’’ 

St aoe | 

“’Why?’’ 

‘‘Because that is the exact truth as the civauimateticen 
now indicate, but it is possible that I may have seen the 
girl and that she is living at this moment. One fact is. 
certain either way: if Iam on the right track you and I 
will solve the great mystery of the hour—one of the 
greatest mysteries in one direction that has ever bewil« 
dered the people of this great city of New York.’ 

“You say you accidentally made a discovery ?”’ 

**T did.’’ . 

‘“ Will you take me into your confidence?’’ — 

“That is my intention—indeed, I have selected you to 
secure my confidence. ’’ 

“Why did you visit Mr. Stuart ?’’ 

“I wanted to draw a detective after me, and as I told 
you. win his confidence.’’ 


as 
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**You played a great game.”’ 

“*Yes, it was a pretty shrewd game.’’ 

**Tell me about your discovery.’”’ 

Jack proceeded and related all the incidents already 
known to our readers. How he had seen the young girl 
issue from the house, and how he had entered the house 


and had discovered the corpse, how the latter had been _ 


mysteriously removed, and his later investigations con- 
cerning the vacant house. 
‘‘But the young girl, what of her?’’ 
**L ‘shadowed’ down to her identity. ’’ 
Yon diay.... 


aN 
**Ves. >? . 
‘What was she doing in the house—did | you learn?’” 
‘“T did:?? 


Jack related the remarkable paver of Miss Smyth, 
The detective listened attentively, and when the narra~ 
tive was finished said: 

‘“You are-on to the mystery no doubt, and if all you 
tell me is the truth we are in the way to uncover one of 
the most horrible crimes of the nineteenth century, ac- 
cording to my idea of the affair. But there is one thing 
I do not understand.”’ 3 

‘‘What is that?’’ - 

‘“‘You say there is a possibility that Augusta Hevlix 
still lives?’’ 

‘There is a possibility.’’ ee 

‘“And that is what I do not understand. for ae your 
story Ifear it was her dead face you beheld in the on Bs 

‘‘Tt igs just here where my magical skill comes in. 

‘How ?’’ 

“‘T will not explain fully, but we ove a job ahead ot 
us. We wi. trace that coffin and find the dead or the 
living, ‘ust as the fact may be. I believe we shall find 
Miss Augusta Hevlin alive.”’ | | isa 
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**Tf we do it will prove a great feat.’’ © ager” 
“Have you a photograph of the girl taken in life?’” 


*T have.”’ 
\ “TI must see that, sia I may arrive ata decisive con: 
{elusion.”’ | 


' Tn what direction ?’’ 
“TY will know I think whether we are to search for the 
living or the dead.”’ 


Jack and the detective left the lumber yard and pro 
ceeded .together toward Broadway, and finally they. 


entered a hotel reading room. These reading rooms in 
the large hotels in New York are a great convenience, and 


\ 


many a tragedy is in progress in those great corridors ~ 


which never attract the attention of a mere casual visitor, 


and many noted characters can be seen in them aé ali — 


times did a visitor have some one at hand te indicate 
these several personages. | \ 

Jack and the detective sat Sn in a corner adebea an 
electric light, and our hero asked: 

‘‘Have you the photograph of the missing girl with 
you?’’ 

‘‘T have.’ 

Ned Kempton produced a picture, and as our hero 
glanced at it he recognized the features of a very beauti~ 
ful girl. He studied the portrait carefully and Kempton 
asked : | 

“Do you recognize those features as bearing any re- 
semblance to the dead girl?”’ | 

‘‘T am under the impression that the dead girl I saw in 
the coffin is that of Miss Hevlin. I cannot speak pos2-« 
tively, but an impression with me goes a great ways.’’ 


Jack and the detective held a long discussion, and it 


was finally determined that they would go to the vacant 


house and lay low. Ned Kempton being an experienced © 
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officer was better calculated to strike a clue than our 
hero. 

The two men proceeded to the house, and as both were 
skillful and alert they had little difficulty in effecting an 
entrance, andthen Kempton set out on regular detective 
lines. He taught our hero more detective expertness in 
an hour than Jack could have acquired in a whole year of 
experience. Jack was a great magician; Kempton was a 

' great detective. | 


CHAPTER VIII. 


‘FINE DETECTIVE WORK—‘‘A MAGICIAN—A GREAT MAGICIAN’? — 
A STARTLING INCIDENT — SPLENDID MANUEVERS — SEEKING 
TO TRAP A MONSTER—BAITED AT LAST—A CHANCE TO WIN. 


Kempton had questioned Jack very carefully, and 
Snally remarked: | 

‘There is no connection between this house and the 
two houses adjoining, but there has been visitors in this: 
house and they have left traces behind them ; and there is 
a house somewhere in this vicinity where the iniquity is 
concocted and this house is being used. We might find 
the house, we will; but in the meantime we will carry 
out ascheme. I will manage to put an advertisement in — 
one of the morning papers, advertising for a position for 
a young girl.”’ ly 

‘‘T see; you intend to try the decoy game ?’’ 

‘Vos, I have a young lady, brave and‘nervy, whom we 
can use. If she gets an answer to the advertisement we 
will send her to answer it, and we will be close by and 
run these conspirators into a trap.” 
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‘‘That is the very scheme I was thinking of carrying 
out.’’ 

“We might run down the party or AREIRS. but that is 
not all we desire to do. We want to get the evidence 
against them, catch them red-handed while in the very 
act of committing a crime, then we can force them toa 
confession, and indeed close right in on them.’’ 

The two detectives had been about two hours in the 
house. They had used their little masked lanterns, but 
at the moment they stood talking together, as receun- 
ted above, they were standing in the darkness. Jack 
was about to make aremark when Kempton suddenly 
grasped his arm and whispered: 

‘“We are not alone, there is some one in this room.”’ 

Even as Kempton spoke a weird light suddenly shone 
in the room, and at the same instant there appeared a 
shadowy figure—a most appalling figure—and had the 
same figure been seen under the circumstances by any — 
two men save our hero and the detective they would 
probably have stood paralyzed; but the phenomena was 
being winessed by two remarkable men, and strangely 
enough, one of them was equipped to solve the extraordi- | 
nary appearance’s origin. 

**It’s great,’’ whispered Jack to his companion, and he 
added: 

‘““This scheme is opening up to me, and I will show you 


- mething remarkable ere we get out of this house. Oh, 


this is erent; it’s the triumph of a lifetime to me; it’s 
immense.’ | | | 
The two men gazed with great interest and without 


‘any fear. It is possible if Ned Kempton had been alone 


that he might have been a little ‘‘shaky,’’ but he had 
been a witness of Jack’s extraordinary skill in the magie 
line, , 
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At first and before Jack spoke, the detective had sus 
pected it was a trick of his companion, but after our hera 
had spoken he recognized that it was to be his good for- 


A 
tune to witness a marvelous magical contest between twa 


men, expert professors of the black art. 

As stated, the two men stood motionless and the awful 
figure slowly vanished, but the instant the one dis- 
solved a second apparition more startling than the first 
slowly assumed shape, and its proportions had fully out- 
lined when suddenly there came a terrific explosion, and 
the shadowy and ghostly illuminated appearance was 
shattered as a dynamite bomb would scatter a soap bub- 
ble; and there followed an. exclamation. which did not 
come from any supernatural ee but a SHYE TIRES. 
mortal. 

Jack and the detective both anon forward, and at the 
same instant there shone in the room for a second a — 
dazzling light which illuminated the apartments as 
though it were midday. Nothing, however, was re- 
vealed, and Jack and the detective drew their masked 
lanterns and commenced a search in every direction; but 
the magician who had created the startling appearance 
had disappeared. , | 

‘‘ Jack,’’ said the detective, “‘I do not ce you ob- 
tained the true story concerning this house.’ 

““How so?”’ 

‘‘Well, I’ll bet it has been vacant a long time, ana 
there is some secret communication between this house 
and another one not far off.’’ | 

‘‘There is no doubt about the latter fast. of 

‘¢What is your solution of what we just beheld?” 

‘“My solution is that there are others.”” ate 

“What do you mean?”’ 

‘*T am not the only magician around here.’ 
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“*T reckon you gave the other fellow a great surprise. 

“T did, and I think I can establish his identity. a 
Save heard of him; i’ve got his pedigree; for weniee are 
only two of us who can produce cee effects. 

‘““Who is the best man?’’ | 

“‘T think I can go several tricks over him, but I Ann? t 
know what he may have picked up. You know we maz!- 
cians are constant students, and he may have made dis- 
coveries that are new tome. That trick of showing the 
figure in air, however, is an old one, and it is easy to 
oe the phantom when wou have the proper appli- 
ances.’ 

*“Then, sadevdines to your idea. we lisva identified the 
party connected with the mystery of the dead girl?” 

‘‘T believe we have, and more; and if my conclusions 
are correct as to the identity, I have reason to believe 


that our search is for the living and not the dead; but we: 


will have to match cunning with cunning, for if the 
trickster is the party I believe him to be he is one of the 
most cunning men on earth, and he has shown his cun- 
ning in poe ae this vacant house as the scene of his 


experiments.’’ 
‘“‘Experiments?’’ repeated Kempton. 
*“Yes.”’ 
‘‘Ts he a criminal or an experimentor ?’’ 

(= Both.” | | 


“‘How so?’’ 

*‘In order to make his experiments it is evident he 
does not refrain from what must be denominated criminal 
art—indeed, he is committing an atrocious crime and he 
knows it. He must be a monster, a merciless, cruel 
wretch, and it will be a good thing if we can fix some 
criminal act upon him, and have him put out of the way 
and prevent his doing more harm.”’ 
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“Will you explain ?’’ | 

‘Not now, but in good time. Your scheme to insert 

the adyerheement} is a good one; we may run the fellow 
into a trap.’ 

‘* What shall we ae 27” 

‘*Rest on our Oars.’ | , ' 

*‘T think I could trail down to the mystery of this 
house, but we might fail to catch the rascal so as to have 
a clear case against him.’”’ | 

**That is the way I look at it. What we want to do is 
eatch him in the act of abduction and then we will have 
a clear case against him. If my conclusions are true he 
is an inhuman wretch.’’ 

‘“What countryman ?’’ | 

**A Russian partly, but I think his mother was an Wat 
Indian woman. He is one of the greatest linguists in 
the world, possessed of great wealth, but a cruel and in- 
human pon aion that 1s in case I am correct in identify- 
ing him.’ 

‘Tg he a match for you?” 

‘*We will wait and learn; I am now pitted A@atnell 
him, the result will tell which is the best performer. [ 
have great confidence in my own powers and no jealousy 3 
I claim to be human. I believe the man we are trailing 
is, as I have said, a monster.’ 

‘“‘Do you think we will see any more of his perform- 
ances to-night?’* 

‘‘No, he is mystified with shat was done to-night. | 
That man did not previously believe he could be done by 
a living man. He will now move in the dark; he knows 
that a magician is on his track; he knows he has com- 
mitted a crime; he will be very wary and he will inves- 


tigate.’”’ 
‘‘Then he may not catch at our bait?” 
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‘‘T believe he will, but he may adopt a different: 
method, in some way ; he is not defeated or dismayed by 
what occurred to-night, he is merely on his guard, and 
he will inaugurate a ak game. We ae play & 
greater game against him.’ 

- The advertisement was put in the paper and the detec- 
tive and our hero met on the following day to await the 
result of their bait. Kempton said his aide, a resolute: 
female, was all ready to act her part. | 
- £©We will not require her services, said Jack. 

‘“Why so?”’ 

‘‘T will be the lady governess iv the time being.’”’ 

‘You can make up, that is so.”’ _ | 

Yes, I oe ‘make up "appear as + auld a woman as 
you ever saw.’ 

The day passed and no answer came to the advertise- 
ment, and when Jack and the detective met in the even- 

ing the latter said: . 

‘‘T reckon our ‘quarry’ has taken alarm; we wilt not. 

estch him with our bait.’’ 

‘*We will wait and learn how it happens to-morrow.’ 

On the day following Jack went to the post-office sta- 
tion to apply for a letter. He was gotten up as a female: 
and it would have taken a wondrously smart person to. 
have gone under his disguise. Our hero received an 
answer to the advertisement; a letter was handed to him 
—a letter very curiously marked. eet 

Jack did not wait to leave the office but ae his: 
missive at once. He read: | 


**Miss A. B.: Have seen your advertisement. A lady 
is at present under consideration; she may not prove 
satisfactory. You will find a letter to-morrow in case: 
the writer is not suited and desires an interview with: 
you; an address will be given. ’ 
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The letter was signed J. E. C. | | A ee 

Jack stepped forth and proceeded to the place where 
be was to meet* the officer. Ned Kempton had disap 

-~ peared and Jack did not see him until late in the even< « 
ing; he had neceived a message some time previously. 
When Jack met the detective he saw that there was a 
..bright smile on his face, and Kempton said: 
‘*You got a note?’’ 
SE dide** 


‘‘Did you see any one around when you received your 
f iter 97? 
#20; GULOL < 


D 


‘<I was not looking. ’’ 
**No, but L.was.’’ 
“Aha! and I was watched ?’’ 
a SEY Ges. 
‘<A decoy letter then was sent to the office? o 
S Vesey 
‘*And now?’’ 
‘“‘T was on the lookout; I saw that you were being 
watched, and when you left the office the watcher fol- 
‘lowed you, and I followed the watcher: You were 
followed for hours, and finally tracked to your home.”’ 
“That is bad.”’ : 3 
“No, it is all right—just right. That man followed 
you to make sure you were not a decoy,.and as sood luck 
one HANS it, you acted in just the right manner to mise' 
foad him.’ 
So ib was & man who ‘shadowed’ me?’’ 
‘Ves.’ 
‘ Did you note his appennaneel, : | 
‘‘Did 1? you bet I did; and I did more, I ie eaten him. 
We are dead to rights on your magician.’ 
‘Then our baiting turned out all right?’ 
“*Ves, and we could ‘close in’ on the rascal. But what 
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- Iwant is to carry out my first idea and run him down 
right in the act when he is in the midst of a criminal act. 
And now where do you suppose I located him ?”’ 

‘Somewhere in the vacant house.’’ 

“‘In the house directly in the rear of the vacant house, 
and I will explain a mystery to you. Now the house 
where your magician lives was once occupied by the king 
of counterfeiters, and they also occupied the vacant house, 
and there is a tunnel connection between the two houses. 
it was a great many years ago that the gang occupied 
the two houses and the circumstances had slipped my 
mind for the time beimg, but when I ‘shadowed’ that 
~ man down I recalled the incident. It was understood 
that the owner of the two houses, after the capture of the 
counterfeiters, closed up the tunnel connection, but this : 
man must have discovered the old tunnel. He is pos- 
sibly either the owner or lessee of both houses. ‘He 
Eeeps the one vacant as a blind, and in the other he 
resides; he lives in that house with two Italian servants, 
aman and woman. He has lived there for over a year, 
and I have learned that the vacant house has stood vacant 
ror a year; I believe he is a purchaser. You say the 
magician whom you suspect is a very rich man and that 
Suspicion leads me to the conclusion that you are right 
in your determination as to the man’s identity. He is 
supposed to be a professor; he makes no acquaintances 
and has been the subject of a great deal of curiosity, but 
nothing is known against him. I believe he is your 
Magician Boy One any doubt, and I repeat, he SS own 
the two houses.’ 

‘If your conclusions are correct we will find either the 
living or the dead girl somewhere in one of those houses. 
ifear now that we may find her dead; his experiments 
inay have proven 4 failure; the girl pany have really 
«<lied.’”’ 
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**You are speaking in riddles, Jack.’’ 
‘““Yes, 1am really communing with myself, and I ree 
peat, I fear a terrible discovery; but we have one slight | 

hope remaining to us.”’ | ; 

‘‘T wish you would explain.”’ 

‘“‘T will explain everything in good time; but what is 
our next move?’’ | 

‘We will wait and see if you get the second note. If. 
he plays the abduction trick on you we will have him 
just where we want him, if not we will foree an entrance 
into the house and make a search for Miss Hevlin.’’ 

‘‘We will find the girl or her body, unless by some 
chemical process he has destroyed it; even then we will 
find evidence and proofs on which we can hang him. 
And if he has murdered that poor girl in the interest of 
science, as he calls it, he is no less a murderer than if his 
purpose had been mere robbery or revenge or any other 


motive. ”’ 
On the day following Jack, still gotten up as a female, 

called at the post-office sub-station and inquired for a 

letter, and lo, there was a letter which read as follows: 


‘‘Tf Miss A. B. will call at No. — —— Street she will 
meet the lady who is seeking a companion, as the writer — 
:ntends to start for Kurope. Miss A. B. will please call 
at 9 o’clock thisevening. Inquire for Mrs. Artemus.”’ 


This letter was signed: ‘‘A. G. Artemus.”’ i 
Jack had received his instructions and proceeded 
direct to the home of Miss Sara Smyth, where, as good 
luck would have it, he had gone on the previous occasior : 

after having received a letter from the sub-station. 

Jack had kept Miss Smyth informed concerning all the 
moves that had been made, and the young lady who had — 
so fortunately escaped becoming & victim of the malig: 


oy WR 
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gent magician had been SETAE in the scheme a 
trap the monster. | 


SE yn ne EES TT NE 
i 


_OHAPTER IX. 


UNDER A DISGUISE—IN THE DEN OF A MURDERER—TWO GOOD 
MAGICIANS FACE EACH OTHER—THE FEATURE OF A SUBTLE 
INFLUENCE——A STARTLING UNMASKING—A TERRIBLE CHARGE 

“* IF LIFE HAS BEEN SUSPENDED, REANIMATE OR DIE.’ 


Nixz o’clock was the hour set for Jack to call at the_ 
house indicated, and as it proved it was the very house 
occupied by the professor. There was a meeting between 
Jack and the detective, and all the arrangements were 
completed for a grand ‘‘close in’’ in case circumstances 
warranted the stroke. | : 

At the appointed time, well: gotten up and aris okky 
equipped for the adventure, Jack appeared at the house 
of the professor, and in answer to his summons a servant 
appeared at the door and made the inquiry: 

‘Are you the young lady who was to call concerning, 
the position as companion ?’’ 

**T am the lady.’”’ 

‘Will you please walk in?’’ : 

Jack obeyed without atremor. It was to be a cleay 
case of diamond cut diamond, as was indicated. 

Our hero wasshownintoarear room. Unlike the house 
into which Miss Smyth had been ushered our hero 
found himself in an elegantly furnished residence. There 
was every evidence of wealth and taste, everything was 
in accord with what might be expected in the home of 
one rich enough to require acompanion in a trip abroad. 





Jack was permitted to wait a long time before an 
elderly lady entered the room, and then he knew that he 
and Kempton had run down to the right party. 

Lhe old lady who greeted our hero was very pleasant, 
even fascinating, and she said: ees 
 **Vou received my letter?’ 
fT did.:? ee 


‘“You see, there was another young lady seeking the © 


position, but her reek were not satisfactory so I 
sent for you to come. | 

‘‘T was glad to receive your second missive.” 

Our hero became aware that a devilish scheme had 
already been set in motion to deprive him of cdnscious- 
ness, but he was armed with an antidote; all the art of 
the sorcerer was to prove futile against a master in jug- 
glism like our hero, and he could see a look of surprise 
ereeping over the face of the magician, for Jack knew 
that he was face to face with the only master in the black 


art who.could come any where near himself in diabolism. 
Quite a pleasant conversation had been carried on 


while the monster was seeking to overcome his intended 
‘victim—indeed, the disguised magician had not even 
requested the applicant to remove her veil, but had just 
talked on while working her black art; but against our 


hero who, armed in the most effective manner against all — 


subtle influences, the spell failed to work,.and as stated, 
the face of the magician indicated his surprise. It was 
something he could not understand. His process was 
under ordinary circumstances an assured : success. The 
monster became more and more surprised but kept on 
talking, believing possibly that his subtle, ether-like 
agent would eventually do its work. But there sat the 


visitor as bright and chip as when = Best entered the 


AN AMAZING WIZARD. a Mon atte ae 


\ 


AN AMAZING WIZARD. | ott: 


What the thoughts of the magician were was not 
learned until later on, and then when making a confes- 
sion he admitted that he began to suspect that for the 
first time he had met a person that was not subject to 
the subtle influence he was exerting. The discovery was 
an amazing one, but no suspicion entered his mind at 
first and he kept on talking, hoping that spell would 
wwork in time. It failed, however, and the failure was so 
‘startling to him he determined to get rid of his visitor, 
and he said: 

**l am glad to have met you; I will consider your ap- 
‘plication carefully and inform you of my decision later 
on. Will you call again in case you receive a note from 
me?’’ 

*‘I consider myself already engaged then ?”’ 

**Oh, no, I must consider—indeed, I forgot to ask if 
you had fofuceneen. 

**I have no references.’ : 

**Then I certainly cannot employ you. ‘I wonder that 
you would come here without references. ”’ 

‘‘Oh, I had a reason for coming.’’ . | 

You had a reason for eomming’t. exclaimed the dis- 
guised magician. | 


\ 


** Yes. ”’ 

“I cannot see what reason you could have beyond 
securing the position.’’ ° : | : 

“*T had another reason. | . 


**And what was your purpose ?’’ 
ey E desired to see a person as wonderful and ORME A 
as you are. 
The magician gave astart; under the circumstances 
Jack’s declaration was amazing and indeed mhex peated: Mae 
**I fear, miss, you have made a mistake.’’ 
_ *fQOh, no, I have not made a mistake.’’ 
. “But you suggest that I am a celebrated person.’ 
{ *““Why, yes, you are remowned the world over.’’ ™ 
‘Miss, are you mad?’’ 
“Oh, no; but why should you deny that you area 
wonderful person—a very wonderful person ?’’ | 
The magician gazed in amazement, and there came & 
wicked glitter in his eyes as he said: ) 
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‘*You are a very bold young lady.”’ 

With perfect coolness Jack demanded: | 

‘Why, certainly, if I was not a bold young lady I 
would not have come here. Do you forget we have met 
before?’ 

The magician glared with a gleam in his eyes like that 
of a-basilisk. | , 

‘‘-We have met before?’’ he repeated slowly. 

‘“We have.’’. 

‘‘Where?’’ 

‘‘Not in this house. ’”’ 

‘*Where?’’ . | | | 

‘“The other house, where you work your schemes.’ 

This was a bold, reckless challenge. There was no 
doubt after those words as to the fact that the visitor was. 
there by design—some deep design. The magician was: 
ready to rage, but he asked calmly: ite 

‘Will you tell me under what circumstances we met. 
before ?”’ | 

‘‘*Oertainly.’’ 

*“Do so.’’ | 

“T advertised for a position aS companion or gov- 
erness; you answered my advertisement and made an 
appointment with me. I called in answer to your note ;. 
I was ushered into an unfurnished house; I met you and 
you talked pleasantly to me, just as you have been talking, 
and then 1 became unconscious. Fortunately I recov- 
ered consciousness and escaped, and when I received 
your answer to my latest advertisement I knew that it: 
was a missive from the party who had previously an- 
swered my advertisement, and curiosity prompted me to 
come here and learn if I could what happened to me at — 
the time I called previously. ’’ | 3 

‘Will you remove your veil?’’ came the query. 

‘¢No.’’ | 

‘‘Miss, there is some deep scheme of robbery here. I 
can see your advertisement is merely a trick to get into 
houses. You cannot rob me nor involve me mm any 
intrigue. I recognize now that you are a base, intrigu~ 
ante, and I desire that you leave this house 1mme~ 
diately.’’ 3 | 
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*“T cannot obey you.”’ 

*“You cannot obey ?”’ 

**T cannot; I came here to earn from you why I was 
forced into unconsciousness. ’ | | 

**How dare you?’ — , 

*““Oh, I told you I would dare anything. ’”’ 

**And you refuse to leave my house ?’’ 

he do. bi] . 

**T will summon an officer.’ 

*“Do so, and I will relate to that officer what I saw the 
night we previously met. I will havea startling tale to 
tell; I’ve waited to tell my tale until Thad seen you 

again. Cali your officer; I am ready.’’ 

Here was defiance bold and resolute, and the magician 
was perplexed. He suspected some design; he did not 
think it possible that all the facts concerning him were 
known, but he did think that this young woman had — 
really communicated with the police and that a trap had 
been set to catch and implicate him. He recognized it 
was 4 moment for him to play his most skillful awe 
macy. X 
**Miss,’’ he said, vt fear I have been broken in con- 
tact with a lunatic.’ 

**You can dismiss any fais on that account; I am per- 
fectly sane; but Iam determined to know why I became 
unconscious; Iam determined to learn the motive of 
those who reduced me by some subtle influence to a con- 
dition of helplessness. I believe you can enlighten me; 
I mean that you shall.”’ 7 

A crisis had presented itself. The last words of Jack.. 
were not simply suggestive, but plain and direct. There. 
came a change over the face of the magician, his face be- 
came livid, his eyes brightened until they gleamed like 
two balls of fire. He attempted a terrible trick known: 
to but a few magicians, but his efforts failed. | He then 
rose, determined to resortto more natural means—des- 
perate means. Murder raged in his heart; he was be- 
side himself; he was a desperate and fearless man; fear- 
less phy sipally when facing only natural incidents. As 
stated, he rose to his feet, but suddenly fell back in his 
chair, and then there came a wild look of despair over 
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his face. The look of rage,and anger was swallowed up 
in fear, for magictan as he was, he had fallen under a 
spell more potent than any he had ever learned to exer- - 
cise himself. His limbs were paralyzed, he sat helpless, — 
and then Jack with a feeling of delight commenced to 
exercise his own wonderful powers. Flashes of livid 
light shdt across the vision of the disguised magician, 
and the gaslight in the room was extinguished. Mock- 
ing laughter sounded in his ears, and there came an 
unnatural voice saying amid the light flashes: 
‘“You have perverted the science of magic and the 
doom which shall come for occult forces overhangs you. ’” 
Then little reports like tiny exploding bombs sounded 
all around the man, then the room was brilliantly illumi- © 
nated by a ball of fire which for a few seconds hung 
balanced in the air, and Jack could see the looks of agony 
which rested upon the face of the magician, and then the 
- light was succeeded by deep gloom and a figure similiar 
to one Jack and the detective had. seen in the vacant 
house floated through the darkness, and at length the, 
- agonized magician exclaimed: | pha 
‘“My brother, why do you torture me?”’ 
‘‘Aha! I torture you?’’ : 
““f am in deathly torture.’’ 

‘and you should be, false mipister of a grand science. 
Fool. monster, your cruel methods, your heartless deeds 
have brought torture to youalso. Youinveigled me here 
intending to make me the living vehicle of your experi- 
ments. Did you consider my torture—the torture you 
~ intended to inflict—the torture which we have proof you — 
have inflicted upon innocent victims which have been 
allured into your power. The detectives could not touch 
vou and they employed me as your superior to run you 

e down. Iam your master in the black art, you know it 
now, you have proof.’’ And as Jack ceased speaking ue 
relit the gas and calmly faced the wretch whom he had 
run to bay. ~ ae 

For afew moments the two men gazed at each other 1n . 
silence. The magician knew that he had met his master, | 
for Jack had performed wonders exceeding, his own | 
powers. Itwasa strange scene presented; the magician. | 
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was disguised as an old woman, and Jack sat there under’ 
the disguise of a veiled young lady; and he was. the: 
first to cast aside his disguise and stood fully revealed in: 
his proper person, and the magician asked: 

‘“‘Who are you, my master?’’ 

‘“‘Tam one who will have visited upon you the full 
measure of your crimes.’ . 

‘“My crimes—why say crimes ?’’ ; 

‘Because you have been guilty of crimes. You area, 
monster, a cruel, soulless, ambitious wretch, seeking. te 
- solve a riddle in science, and in your mad, selfish desire: 
to gratify your own ambition you have not spared the 
young and the innocent. And now, wretch, one ques- — 
tion: in yonder house to which you have accesths ough. 
an underground tunnel there lay ina casket apparently 
cold in death, one of. your victims. Answer me: is that 
victim of your insane ambition dead or living ?”’ 

The answer which came filled our hero with deepest: 
regret. The man answered: 

*‘She was dead when brought to me.”’ 

This answer our hero looked upon as an admission and 
evasion; he believed the fair girl was really dead and 
that the wretch had already arranged a lying tale to save: 
himself from the consequences of ‘a foul murder. ’”’ 

*‘She was dead when praia to you?’’ | 
*“Yes.’’ eee 
‘‘How unfortunate. ’’ 
“‘Unfortunate ?”’ 
LORE. 

**“How ?”’ 

‘“‘Had she been living when she was brought to you 
she would have been living now; as she is dead'you wilk ~ 
not be able to convince the officers of the law that she 
was dead when brought to you, and you will be com- 
pelled, my fellow magician, to answer the charge of 
murder. ’ “ek : 

‘*Tt is false; I did not murder her.’’ 

“That may be, but if she is dead you will be accused 
of murder, for it is known that she was alive within a 
few hours preceding her being placed in that casket in. 
the house which belongs to you. Man, a terrible fate 
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awaits you; magic will not save you when the officers of. 
the law ‘close in’ on you.”’ : fae 

The man writhed in his chair, for our hero had released - 
him from the spell which had held him powerless—in- 
deed, he had aged. No pen can ever describe the agony 
and torture through which he had passed. Itis upon 
record that there has been cases where the hair has 
turned gray in one night under excruciating torture, and | 
it was such an ordeal through which the. magician was 
passing. We will not explain why he suffered so fear- 
fully, believing our readers have already discerned the 
cause of his anguish. 7 

‘“Why have you become my enemy ?”’ 

‘‘Because one dear to me was your victim.’’ 

‘“*That cannot be.’’ 

*‘T will not dispute with you.”’ 

“‘T have not committed a murder.’’ 

‘‘Bah! assassins do not asarule confess before sen- 
tence of death. Man, you can deceive no one; I am your 
master and the master of your secret. You have sought | 
to establish the possibility of suspended life, and in 
order to carry out your deadly scheme I believe you have 
sacrificed many victims, but we know that you have had 
one victim. If you have suspended the indications of | 
the vital spark it will be well for you, if you reanimate 
your victim otherwise in this line, you will answer to the 
charge of murder.’’ . 
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CHAPTER X. 


CONCLUSION. 


x 


Tue man whom Jack faced in this direct manner © 
writhed mentally as his face betrayed. He read his — 
doom; he suffered from two causes; he saw that his ex- 
periments were brought to an end, and did he fear the 
consequences? Alas! as circumstances proved he did 
not; his mental distress as will be demonstrated was the 
chagrin and rage of a disappointed madman. ot 
No one can tell what might have followed had not an 
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interruption occurred. A man entered the room—a man 
with a fairly good face stepped between Jack and the 
*magician—and as he did so he held in his hands, which 
were folded behind him a note, and managed to indicate 
that he desired Jack to take the note. Ovr hero did so 
and read in lines hastily penciled: 


*‘Sacure the man you suspect so he will not be able to 
do himself harm, and then meet me outside the room and ~ 
I will make a revelation to you.’’ 


The man who had given the note to Jack spoke a few 
words to the magician, his master as it afterward proved, 
and then left the room, and Jack gave a signal ana 
Kempton entered the room. Jack explained matters to 
his friend and Kempton quickly and deftly clapped a pair 
of handcuffs on the magician and said: 

““We will let you rest awhile, my friend, you are ex- 
cited.’’ 

The magician’s eyes gleamed with a terrible lithe, but 
he remained motionless in his chair—indeed the only ex- 
pression lay in his eyes. Jack left the room and was met 
by the man who gave him the note. The man said: 

*‘Tf you will come with me, sir, to another room I will 
explain all.’’ 

‘Lead the way, I will follow.’ 

The man did lead the way, and a moment tater he and | 
Jack were sitting face to face in a well furnished room, 
and the man said: 

‘**My name is James Artemus.’”’ 

‘“You are the man who sent out the decoy note?’’ 

**No, sir, Professor Lasto has used my name; he isa 
wonderful magician and has gone mad in one freation: 
‘He believes he can suspend life for months; and then re- 
animate the subject. Like many other madman he is 
exceedingly cunning—indeed, there is a weird and won- 
derful method in his madness, and as I have said, save in 
this one direction, he is sane and a wonderful man. He 
has one daughter, a sensible, and magnanimous woman. | 
She has sought in every way to restrain him; I long ago 
advised that he be put under restraint. I feared he might 
in his strange delusion commit some terrible crime. He 
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has been exceedingly adroit in evading us, and we have 
feared’ him—feared to oppose him openly—but now it 
has come to such a pass that something must be done.’’ 
‘*You need not worry, my friend; something will be | 
done with him.”’ ri) citar aes | | 
“TL know what: you mean, sir, but Iam happy to as- 


sure yeu that the young woman whose supposed body 


you saw in that vacant house is alive and well. She is 
his first victim; no harm has come to her as we succeeded 


“in circumventing him.”’ 


Jack felt a thrill of delight upon hearing this last state- 
ment, and the man proceeding said: | . ‘ 

‘‘Professor Lasto’s daughter is almost as great a magi- 
cian as her father. She is well versed in all those subtle 
substances that are used to suspend life temporarily as 
her father, and she knows the antidotes.’’ 

‘‘How about that coffin in the vacant house ?’’ 

‘Professor Lasto discovered a secret tunnel leading 
from this house into that one. He leased the house, 
buying off the tenants who occupied it, and used it for 
his purpose. The young lady you seek was his first 
victim; she was thrown into a condition of suspended — 


animation, but we were watching him, and his daughter 
immediately administered the antidote, and we removeG | 


her from ‘the coffin almost immediately. He had a sec- 
ond victim, who as it appears escaped. We have learned 
that since her escape; we did not know of her presence in 
the house, but an Indian woman who is subject to his 
will informed us. We have feared the worst, knowing 
that the night twe removed the body through the secre 
tunnel that some one was in the house and must have — 
made the discovery. We intended to inform you, sup- 
posing you were an intended victim, and rescue you 12 
time, but as it appears you were an officer of the law 
under a disugise. Now, sir, all I ask is that you keep 
this whole matter quiet. Miss Lasto will pay you well — 
and will also remunerate the young lady you have come 


‘here to rescue; she is very rich. We would have restored 


the’ young lady to her friends, but did not dare to do so 
until the excitement had died down, and I assure you 


‘that we had resolved to take such steps as would prevent 


the professor from securing any more victims.’ 
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Jack was glad to hear this explanation ; he on un- 
derstand the whole thing and believed every word of the 
man’s story. He could see now how the supposed body 
had been so mysteriously removed—indeed, the whole 
series of incidents were plain to him. He understood 
how an antidote could be administered to defeat the 
effects of another drug. It is an open secret that sus 
pended animation can be produced for a given time——ay 
brief period—but it is a dangerous operation. Hven’ 
then happily, according to the statement of the man 
Antemus, in the case of the young victim it had not 
proven Pint | 

**You say the young lady livest o” 

“Ves. 23 

‘**She is uninjured ?”’ 

**She is uninjured; of that you can datiots yourself.’” 

“And what do you propose to do?’’ 3 

“Turn the young lady over to your custody, rokided 
you will let the matter drop. We will agree to take the 
Frofessor out of the United States; we will take him to 
prance and place him in an asylum, at any rate he will 
do no more harm here in the United States.’’ 

‘*You will insure this line of action ?’’ 

‘*We will, and place the amplest money security in 
your hands as a guarantee.’’ 

**T will be compelled to talk this matter over with the 
gentleman upstairs,’’ said Jack. 

Our hero proceeded upstairs from the basement room 
where he had held the interview with the man Artemus, 
and summoned Kempton to the door. The two men held 
a hurried conference and Kempton said, after having 
listened to the proposition: 

“If we can verify all this man has told you we will 
accept his proposition. It is the easiest way to close up 
the matter; they will be able to prove the professor’s. 
insanity and we cannot have a lunatic punished for his 
acts; all we can do is have him incarcerated in a lunatic 
Kay lien, and if they will take him out of the country it is 
the best method of getting satisfaction. But, remember, 
we will accept a money indemnity for Miss Smyth; as far 
as Mr. Stuart’s ward is concerned she will not need ans 
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indemnity nor will I, as Mr. Stuart will pay for my serv- 
ices and for yours also.”’ i | | 
‘‘Then the best thing for us to do is secure possession . 
of Miss Grace ?’’ , \ 1 
“*Hxactly.’’ . Pere Ras ct), 7 
“‘That is for you to do; I will remain here and watoh 
this madman.” — : | 
2 Kempton went down to the basement where he met 
* Miss Lasto. She had seen the man Artemus, and indeed — 
‘had been a listener to his talk with Jack. 

After an introduction she went into further particulars 
with Kempton, and finally assured him that the young — 
jady was in perfect health, and reiterated the statement 
of her father’s servant, that they had feared to restore 
the girl. It being their intention to take the professor 
out of the country, and then, when ready to sail, the girl 
was to be sent to her friends. ey 

‘Very well, madam, under all the circumstances we 
propose to permit you to remove your father, as I am 
fully convinced that he is indeed unfortunately an insane 
man.’ 

‘“He is.”’ | ! P 

‘Will you surrender the young lady to me?’’ 

**T will.’’ 

‘““When?”’ 

<*A¢t once; follow me.”’ | | 

The woman led the detective up the stairs and there he 
met Miss Grace, the ‘missing ward of Mr. Stuart. She > 
was attired for the street, and indeed appeared to be in 
perfect health. A carriage was at hand, having been 
secured by Artemus. ‘The young lady was led down the 
stairs into the carriage, and on her way to her home she 
4old the story of her experience. She had been proceed- 
ing along the street when suddenly she became uncon- 
scious, and recollected no more until she found herself in 
the presence of the professor. | Silty 

Woe will leave it to the imagination of our readers to 
decide how the trick was done. | | 3 

The young lady explained how she had been well 
treated after a second spell of unconsciousness, and sub-— 
aaanently how she had been held a prisoner in that house 
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under various pretexts—indeed, she had been let into the 
secret, and was consoled with the assurance that she | 
should be returned to her friends as soon as Miss Lasto 
had completed her arrangements to take the professor to 
Europe. 

It is not necessary to describe the joy of the Stuart 
family when the fair girl was brought to her home; but 
we will say that Kempton was a very proud man. 

Immediately after disposing of the missing girl to her — 
friends, Kempton proceeded to the professor’s_house and 
relieved Jack of his charge. The detective had decided 
to leave an officer with the family until they were safely 
on .board a steamer bound for Europe. He did so to 
guard against any more tricks on the part of the mad- 
man. He did not forget either to arrange for a money 
indemnity for Miss Smyth and we can so far anticipate: 
as to state that the indemnity was paid over to Kempton, 
and before the expiration of a week the professor’s busi- 
ness was closed up in America and he started under 
charge of his daughter for Europe. 

In the meantime, on the day following the discovery of 
the missing girl, Jack paid a formal visit to Miss Smyth. 
He told her all the facts and among other facts stated 
that the detective had exacted a monetary indemnity. At. 
first the girl said she would not receive it, but Jack man- 
aged to lay the matter before her in ayy a light as to: | 
get her to agree to consider the matter. | 

Jack was quite proud of his achievement in solving the 
mystery, and he was also delighted in having made the 
acquaintance of such arare and lovely person as Miss. 
Sara Smyth. 

A day or two later the indemnity money was paid over, 
and Jack hastened to give the same to Miss Smyth, and 
she received it. 

Our hero spent a very Etbasdnt afternoon with the fair 
girl walking in the park, and arranged to call on her the 
following day. He did so and was met by her landlady, 
who handed him a note. Jack opened his letter and read 
with flashing eyes: 

“My Dear Mr. Westiaxe: I will never be able to 
express in words all my gratitude for your chivalrous 
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kindness to me. I accepted the indemnity upon your 


persuasion, and have decided to use it to maintain in the 
future my independence. I think you have already 
learned that Iam an independent sort of a, person; IL 
have decided to leave New York. I will not tel] my des- 


tination to any one, but some day we may meet again, and: 


} know that when you learn how I have disposed of my- 
self you will approve my aotion. In the meantime, be 
lieve me when I say that I shall always remember with’ 
feelings of gratitude your wondrous kindness to me. | 
‘*Yours, 
‘“Sara Smyra.’’ 


Jack did not swear, but he felt like it, and there came 
avery glum and disappointed look to his face, and he 
resolved to find Sara Smyth, believing that she was labor- 
ing under some misapprehension. He had, however, 
solved the mystery and in a future narrative we shall 
relate how Jack, under the most romantic circumstances, 
again met Miss Smyth. In the meantime, he became 
interested in a second mystery in conjunction with the — 
detective, Kempton, and the incidents our readers will 
find a record of in the narrative ‘‘A Marvelous Escape,’’ 
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= "sam Each book in the following list is written by 
BitLy PRESTON; that famous writer, ‘‘Old Sleuth,” and are 


READY FOR ANYTHING. 


«Tar or mmuino sovemunes for sale by newsdealers everywhere, or they 
2 will be sent by mail, postpaid, for 15 cents. 
each, or seven books for $1.00. Each book 
- contains from 80 to 125. pages, 7x4°4 inches. 
Address all orders to J. §. OGILVIE PUB- 
LISHING CO., 57 Rose Street, New York. 





105—Seth Bond; or, A Lost Treasure Mystery. 
106—Jack and Gil; or, The Wonderful Adventures of Two Acro- 
? 


bats. j . 
en a King’s Detective; or, A New York Detective’s Great 
uest, 
AOS. A Serene ie Feat; or, Jack and Gil’s Great Detective 
fork. : 


109—Tom, The Young Explorer; or, A Magnificent, Reward. 

HO a Re Detectives; or, Jack and Gil’s Marvelous 
Skill. | 

111—A Mystery of One Night; or, Detective Murray’s Singie Clue 

412-—-A Suecessful “Shadow:” or, Jack and Gil’s Greatest Catch. 

113—A Beautiful Fugitive; or, Saved by a Detective. 

114—The Manordale Mystery, A Strong Detective Story. 


1i5—The Central Park Mystery; or, Bright Detective Work, . sae | 


116—Detective Dale; or, Conflicting Testimonies 

117—A Struggle to Win; or, A Gypsy Boy’s Secret. 
118—Thrifty Abe; or, From the Bottom to the Top. > 
119—Ramsay, The Detective, 3 
120——-Gipsey Rose, The Female Detective _ ; 
121—Young Harold; or, A New England Boy’s Adventures, 
122—-Norval, The Detective; or, Dodging and Hiding. 
122—Young Chauncey. 

124—Daring Maddie, A Great Detective Story. 

125>—Red Cecil, The Detective. Z 


126—A Detective’s Daughter. ; 


427—Fire-Bemhb Jack; or, Freaks of a Mystery Man. 


12k—An Amazing Wizard; or, The Fatal Resemblance. ; % 


129—A Marvelous Escape, . 2 | 

120—Only a Photograph; or, Detective Kempton’s Quest. 

4121—A Tragic Quest; or, A Bafiing Shadow. 

132—Vavel, The Wonderful Treasure Seeker. } 

122—Romance of a Salvation Army Girl, . 

124—Funny Bob; or, In and Out of Everything in New York. 

125—Grent Billy; or, From a Farm to a Palace. 

126-—A Little Confederate; or, A Southern Boy in New York. 

127—Nimble Ike, The Trick Ventriloquist. 

122—Wonder Jneck; or, The Witch of Manhattan. | 

129—Mazgic Dick, A Boy Detective; or, Out of the Streets « ’ 
New York. id m 

140—True Blue, The Detective; or, The Romance of a Grea 
Special. 

sMtivankes Rue. The Ex-Pugilist Detective, 

442—Cool Tom, The Sailor Bov Detective. i f 

142—Agcravating Joe, The Prince of Fun and Mischief. f 

{44.-A Clever Boy Detective, A Tale of Magic and Ventriloquism, 

145-—A Leagene of Three; Or, A Bov’s Detective Stratagems. 

146—Woeodchuck Jerry, The Country Detecttrve. ey 


> 





The Shield — 
Detective Series. 


The following list comprises 
the BEST BOOKS written by 
famous detective story writers, 
and each one contains the ex- 
citement of the “chase.” Any 
book, postpaid, for 30 seas 





Cartas CUTESTING Cha @ canre 


WHITECHAPEL MURDER. 


ALLEN FP. PINKERTON 





GIPSY BLAIR, THE WESTERN DETECTIVE, By Jua- 
son R. Taylor, (autaor of *‘ Macon Moore’’), 


THE DETECTIVE AND THE POISONER, By St. George 
Rathborne. | 


SAVED AT THE SCAFFOLD.» By Alien F. Pinkerton. 
THE GREAT DIAMOND ROBBERY. By Capt. O’Donnell, 
THE ROBBER KING. By Patrick Turreil, Chicago Police, 
THE CARTARET AFFAIR. By St. George Rathborne, 
THE COUNTERFEITERS. By Ronald Rivers. 

THE MORMON DETECTIVE. By U.S. Marshal Bennett. 
THE FORGED CHECK. By F. Gardner. | 
THE BUNCO STEERURS, By Inspectcr Murray. 

THE ICE POND MYSTERY. By Lieut. Jos. Kipley. | 
THE ONE-HANDED BURGLAR. By xieut. Ed. Laughlin, 
THE SEVERED HEAD. By Fortune Du Boisgobey. 


‘THE STOLEN LACES. By Ex-Chief Simmons, Chicago te 


Police. 
‘THE ARMORER OF TYRE. By Sylvanus Cobb, Jr. 


THE WHITECHAPEL MURDER. By Allen F. Pinkerton. 


You can buy these books at any bookstore; 
ask for SHIELD SERIES Detective Stories. 
, Each book is printed in clear type, contains from — 
* 800 to 300 pages, and is bound in paper cover — 
printed in colors. Address all orders to 


J. 8. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY, | 
P.O. Box FEL. ces: ens 67 BOSE STREET, NEW. YORE. * 


mre ee 


A Handred Ways | 


ve he 


of Kissing Girls; 
Or, HISTORY OF THE KISS. ” 


co “Y= When we write ai, 
' advertisement and 
tell you we have some«( 
thing extra good—a@ 






RS ee aS 
a7 


say. The fact that’ 
we seli our goods to. 
the same people all 
the year around is 
proof positive that we 
please our customers. 
This new book “A 
Hundred Ways of 
Kissing Girls,” is a 


Ne Ree Sil ‘ i 
cada novelty and entirely 


‘nique in every way. To give you some idea of this book we 
herewith give a complete list of the many titles into which 


this subject has been divided : What to Expect; L’Envoi; His- 
tory of the Kiss: How to Kiss a Girl; Origin of the Kiss Un- 


Ger the Mistletoe; Who Kissed First, Adam or Eve ; They Kiss 


Even in England; Revelations of a N ewly Wed; A Kissing 
Sonp Party; Asking for’a Kiss; How the Widow was Consoled 3 
Jackawanna Jack’s Ideal Kiss; Value of a Kiss; The Stage 
Kiss; The Kiss Analyzed, by Ella Wheeler Wilcox; How Kisses 


may be sent by mail, Way to Kiss a Girl; Kisses ala Gibson: 


Kesing Games: Kisses that Brought Good and Bad Luck ; 
Month to Kiss; An Unwilling Kiss; Kissing Jokes: A Black 
Kiss; Kisses Have Been Called; Kissing Don'ts; Kissing by Tele-. 
Phone; Lip Culture; Kissing Trees; Evolution of Kissing, etc. 


{> This book is fully illustrated with 16 handsome half-tone 
erent ways of kissing, and posed especially for this book. We 


-ll send this book by mail, postpaid, to any address upon receipe. 


39 Cents in stamps or silver. © 


fot 


KissuD—slone worth ten times the price of. 
ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO 


real LIVE novelty— — 
we mean what we | 


4 


Eee, from photographs taken from life, illustrating dif’ — 


}} fo With every order is included a phototy of ) 
SPECIAL. THE GIRL WHO's Ne TROESy 


x 


J. 8. UGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY, |. 


P.0. Boz 767, _ 67 ROSE STREST, NEW y Boi " . 


THE ART OF KISSING. 


Curiously, Historicahy, and Poetically 
Considered, and Dedicated to Alk. 
who Love, from the Ages of 7 to 70. — 

_This book might be termed a trea- 
ise on Kissing, so completely has 
the subject been covered, starting 
from its very origin, and touching 

on its history in all ages, climes, , 

and conditions of society. Followe; : 

ing is a partial list of the contentg: 

Origin of Kissing: How Adarg: 

Kissed Eve—A Kiss Defined—~ 
| ER The Scientific Reason Why Kise 

E , ses are Pleasant. | ) 

How to Kiss: The Act Fully Described—Size of the Mouth to. 

be Considered—Large Mouths and those of the Rose-Bud 
Sort—The Girl who Claws and Struggles—Dangers of 
Hugging—How to Receive a Kiss. | 
The Significance of Kisses: Something about Lips—The 
Sweet Petitioners for Kisses—Dancing and Kissing— 
Electric Kissing Parties—Kissing under the Mist!otoq~. 
New Year’s Kissing in Old New York. | a 
Kissing in Different Countries: In Arabia, Egypt, Russia, Prue 
land, Iceland, Paraguay—A Pleasing but Perplexing Nor- 
wegian Custom—The ‘‘ Blue Laws”’ of Connecticut—Kiss- 
ing in the Eyes of the Law—Money Value of aStolen Kiss, 
Different Kinds of Kisses: The Long Hiss, the Icy, the West- 
ern—How Oollege Girls Kiss—Platonic Kisses—The Kiss 
asa Punishment—The Kiss after Marriage—Stolen Kisses, 
Kisses as Rewards of Genius—The Part Osculation has Played. 
in Politics—Curious Bargains for Kisses—What Legall~ 
- Constitutes a Kiss. | (gl eR | 
Excuses for Kissing: How all Nature Justifies the Practice— 
The Gluttony of Kissing—Excuses for not Kissing—Kis- 
sing Experiences—The Kiss of the Spanish Girl. cage 

Tne Important Consequences Connected with Kissing—How, 

} a Child’s Kiss Affected the Course of a Desperate Man— ~ 

/ Kissing in Tunnels—Kissing the Cook. me 
The “Art of Kissing ”’ contains 103 pages of closely printed: ~ 

type matter, is bound in heavy paper cover with handsome) 

cover illustration, and will be sent to any address by mail, 

‘postpaid, upon receipt of 30 cents in U.8. stamns or postay. 

‘money order. Address all orders to | “ 


_ J. 8. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
sO. Bos 767, $7 BOSE STREET, NEW YORB. 
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KING DAN THE : 
FACTORY RETEST |= sO oof the books in the 


sr 


primey Eureka Detective Series | 


Eureka Series are clever de- 
tective stories, and each one of' 
those mentioned below has re- 
ceived the heartiest recommen- 
dation. Ask for the Eureka 


Series dectective books. 


PRICE, 30 CENTS POST 
3 PAI a ae 





1. Tivector Henderson, the Cen- 
tral Office Detective, 
By H. I. Hancock 


3. Detective Johnson of New Orleans............ By H. I. Hancock 
4. Harry Blount, the Detective........................ By T. J. Flanagan 
5. Harry Sharp, the New York Detective.......By H. Rockwood 
_ 6. Private Detective No. 39.................... By John W. Postgate . 
9. A Study im ‘Scarlet.........0.000.00002........ ......By A. Conan Doyle 
11. The Man Who Vanished.......................: By Fergus W. Hume 
13. The World's Fingertiiss:::cicccicvecc bored ees By T. Hanshew 
a5. he Frozen: Pirate a By W .Clark Russell | 
16. Mystery of a Hansom Cab.................... By Fergus W. Hume 
18. No. 99; A Detective Story.......................By Arthur Griffith 
19. The Sign of the Four.............0..00...000........ By A. Conan Doyle 
25. King Dan, The Factory Detective... By G. W. Goede 
31. The Old Mill Mystery..........0.0.2.0.00000000.. By A. W. Marchmont 
32. Five Sherlock Holmes Stories................ By A. Conan Doyle 
Ebon, VEY SEOTY INO. De. ies hg digs Nena h By Helen B. Mathers. 
36. Macon Moore, the Southern Detective.............. By Taylor 
3/.\Monsieur ‘Lecoeg 2.030000. 032 es By Emile Gaboriau — 
38. The Honor of the Name........................ By Emile Gaboriau 
39. The Widow Lerouge...............................By Emile Gaboriau, . 
AQ. The Clique of Gold.................. a3 EW By Emile Gaboriau _ 


You can obtain the Eureka Series books where you 
bought this one, or we will mail them to you, postpaid, 
for 30 cents each. Address all orders to 


J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING CO., 57 Rose St., NEW YORK 


™“ 





$1.25 WORTH FOR 30 GENTS 


-* OLD SECRETS AND NEW DISCOVERIES — 


This book is a combina- 
tion of six books, each com= 
plete in itself, and which 
were formerly published at 
25 cents per copy. Fol- 
lowing are the titles of the 
six books contained in 
OLD SECRETS AND NEW 
DISCOVERIES: | 


Old Secrets; _ 

Secrets for Farmers; 
Preserving Secrets; 
Secrets for the House= 
wife: and => : 
The Secret of Money 
Getting, by P. T. Bar— 


\" A . num, 
PU eT hh This Book Tells how to 
make persons at a dis— 
tance think of you—Something all lovers should know. | 

§t Tells how you can charm those you meet and make them love you. 

At Tells how Spiritualists and others can make writing appear on the — 
arm in blood characters, as performed by Foster and all noted 
magicians. | | | * 

At Tells how to make a cheap Galvanic Battery; how to plate and gil@ 
without a battery; how to make a candle burn all night; how t® 
make a clock for 25 cents; how to detect counterfeit moneys 
how to banish and prevent mosquitoes from biting; how to make 
yellow butter in winter; Circassian eurling fluid; Sympathetic or 
Secret Writing Ink; Cologne Water; Artificial Honey; Stammer- 
ing; to copy letters without a press; to obtain fresh-blown flowers. 
in winter; to make good burning candles from lard. 

St Tells how to make a horse appear as though he was badly foundereds 
to make a horse temporarily tame; how to make him stand by his 
food and not eat it; how to cure a horse from the crib or sucking 
wind; how to put a young countenance on the horse; how to 
cover up the heaves; how to make him appear as if he had the 
glanders; how to make a true-pulling horse balk; how to nerve 
a horse that is lame, etc. These horse secrets are being continu- 
ally sold at one dollar each. . 

Zt Tells how to make the eggs of Pharo’s Serpents, from which, when. 
lighted, though but the size of a pea, there issues from it 2 
coiling, hissing serpent, wonderful in length and similarity to @ 
genuine serpent. : 5 ie 

St Telis of a simple and ingenious method for copying any kind of 
drawing or picture. And more wonderful still, how to print 
pictures from the print itself. : q ee 

Zt Tells how to perform the Davenport Brothers’ “Spirit Mystervies, 
so that any person can astonish an audience, as has been done. 
Also scores of other wonderful things which we have no room 
to mention. \ 


OLD SECRETS AND NEW DISCOVERIES contains over 250 solid 

, pages of reading matter, but will 

be mailed to any address Postage stamps 

taken in payment for it the same as cash. Your money back if book is. 
‘not as advertised. Address all orders to 


J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
jP. O. BOX 767, C. H. STA. - 67 ROSE STREET, NEW YORK 


_ f 








OUR me 
cs ee in selling books to you, is to 
‘| have you feel that you are 
mea getting your money’s worth.- 
I’ We therefore desire to caly 


your ee attention to the » 
following . 
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apa | are Ghiche 
which I You want to Court, or 
You want to be Courted, 


you should obtain at the earliest possible moment: 


HOW TO WOO: WHEN AND WHOM, which gives full an 
interesting rules for the etiquette of courtship, the time an | 
place for conducting the same, and some good advice as te 
the selection of your partner for life. 


COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE, which tells how to win the 
favor of the ladies, how to begin and end acourtship, and » 
how to ‘‘ Pop the Question ;’’ and also gives full information 
in regerd to the invitations, gifts, ushers, bridesmaids, CClty 
duct of the wedding ceremony, etc., etc. 


THE LOVER’S GUIDE, which gives re flirtations of the hand- 
kerchief, parasol, glove, fan and napkin ; also, the language of 
flowers; how to kiss deliciously ; and a cure for bashfulness. 


THE POPULAR LETTER WRITER, which tells how to write 

ee social, and love letters, giving numerous examples 
| This valuable work, containing the four books above’ 
‘mentioned, is famtiad in one volume under the title 
-HOW TO WOO, and it will be sent to any address, 
postpaid, upon receipt of 30 cents in U.S or Eeaieee 
etamps or money. Address all orders to 


_J.8. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY. 
P.0. Box 767 67 ROSE STREET, NEW YORK, 











’ “That Book That Kelly Wrote” 





WHAT THE BELL BOY SAW! 
WHAT THE BELL BOY HEARD! 


READ 


THE CONFESSIONS 
=OF A BELL BOY= 


ie ae % iy wi ie 
Chapters. BAG Pictures 


oo000 





Twenty 


(The Live- Wire Book for Live- Wire People) 
BUY IT N ow! ! 


_ ‘THE CONFESSIONS OF A BELL BOY con 4 
tains 109 solid pages of reading matter, illustrated, 
is bound in heavy lithographed paper covers, and 
~ will be sent by mail, postpaid, to any address on 
receipt of price, 30 cents. Address orders ta 


J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY > 
‘P.O.BOX 767, C.HLSTA. 57 ROSE STREET, NSW YORK 





; 2 ® | : N 
Girls, 1 Have Something to Tel! You 
== and you will find it in the book 


a ra 


4 ee ous Og . 
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AND MARRIAGE 


By , , 
A Woman of the World 


The hunt for happiness is universal—continuing from 
the cradle to the grave—and the science of happy living 
is one well worth study. This book gives a series of plain 
talks by a woman who knows what she is talkng about. 
She explains how girls may become happy wives, 
and bachelors become happy husbands. It contains com- 
plete instructions for declaring intentions, accepting vows, 
and retaining affections, both before and after marriage. 
It also tells plainly how to begin courting; the way to get 
over bashfulness; the way to “brace up and be a man” ; 
the way to tind the soft spot in a sweetheart’s heart: how 
to bring about a proposal; about the wedding day, the 
bride’s dress, veil, hat, parasol, bouquet, bridesmaids, the 
groom’s clothes, the best man, the minister, the music, rice, 
flowers, etc. : 

Added to this is 4 word-picture of the curious cus- 
toms of courting and marrying in foreign lands am an- 
cient times, which makes altogether a book some part of 
which is bound to prove of interest to the reader, be he 
old or young, grave or gay, studious or thoughtless. 

Remember, from some one little thing in this book you 
‘may be spared a life of misery. 


<4 


* The book contains 122 pages, printed in farge type on 
good paper, and will be sent by mail, postpaid, to any 
aadress, on receipt of Price, 30 cents, | 





J.S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY > 
?.O.Box 767 | | | 57 Rose Street, New York 
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TEMPTATIONS OF THE STAGE. 


There is probably no other book of this kind on the marke} — 
that tells so much truth from Stage Life as dees this one. If - 
there is, we do not know of it. We herewith give the sontenta 
ang leave you to draw vour own conclusions:~ — 


Ever in ‘the Lime steht. 
“Propinguity 2, varna’ . 
“ Association.” 

Flattery. ws 
See How it Seariten! 
Gambling—Drugs. 
Dangerous ritialls on the 
Road to Success. 
My = ARBEON Escape, By 
ia FO%. 


he 


ahaa in Burlesque Cote 
panies, By May pee 


A Nation at Her Feet, © 
Pauline Markham. | 
Jane Hading’s Career. BZ 
Hersel). 
A Woman’s Blighted Lite, 
By Jennie @ Neill Potter, 
Cigarette Smoking. 
A Unique Sensation, &p 
' Nina Farrington, — 
' Yvette Guiibert’s Songs, 
A Tragic End. 
Triuinphs and Failures 
By Isavetle Urquhart. 
% «6A Mad Career. 
“A Likes to Wear Tights, 
*  3eesie Garlett Davis. 
voy Jenuie J UY Ce 3 
‘Nhorns cf Stage Life. 
Maud Gregory. 
The Stage is Not.Degenc 
ating. By Eya Muage. 
Ethies of Stage Moralitz 





By Jessie Olivier. 

: : Stage-Door Johnnies 
The Pace That Kills, Cure For the Stage Struck, 
stage Love Letters, ¥%e. Fougeré Stock Companies. 
s#vom Tights to Tea Parties, In Other Walks. 


The above book contains 128 pages, bound in paper cove oe 
‘ sandsomely illustrated in colors, and will be sent by mail, post. 
gaid, to any address upon receipt of 30 cents. Address all orders tt 
 -J, &. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY, _ 
EO. Boz 767. ET ROSE STREET, NEW YORE. 





OGILVIE’ HAND BOOK SERIES 


The following list contains the BEST 
that 1s written on dreams, recita- 
tions and the art of DOING THINGS, All 
of them are well printed, and bound 
: ae Wier) in handsome colored covers, most of 
Lib ms ie them being illustrated throughout. ; - 

FELON Twelve Hundred New Riddles. ~ 
Model Letter Writer. 

Gipsy Dream Book and Fortune Teller. 
Amateur’s Guide to Magic and My stery, 


How to Entertain a Social Party. | 
How to Woo and How to Win. 


The Old Witches’ Dream Book ] Fiye Hundred Toasts. 





and Fortune Teller. A Thousand Conundrums. 
oo Won tinndred, After-Dinner: frien. 46° Read eharacter by 
,, Stories. Handwriting. 
' The Swindlers a America. The Art of Kissing. 
Art of Ventriloquism. Palmistry. 
Howard Thurston's Card)’ tow to Become Reantital 
Tricks. The Album Writer’s (Friend. 


|Your Hand is Your Fortune. | The Confessions uf a Younes 
Southwick’s Jokes and Recita- Girl. 


tions. Vail’s Dream. Book. 


Southwick’s ran Dialect 3 
Poems and Recitations. Pocket Manual of Useful In 


‘Fortune Telling by Cards, formation. 

Vice, Crystal, Etc. | Stage Secrets. : 

| Carter’s Magic and Magicians. | >windlers of America. 
'Taylor’s Popular Recitations, | Health Hints 

- Love, Courtship and Marriage. Fifteen Hundred Conun- 


Temistations of the Stage. drums. | 
Behind the Scenes. Confessions of a Bell Boy. 
Children’s Recitations. Society’s Prodigal. 


Recitations For Little People. | How to Answer the _Hel> 
‘A Hundred Ways of Kissing Wanted Advertisement. 
, Girls. How to Talk and Debate. . 


3 
Any of these books will be mailed, postpaid, for 36 
cents, Address all orders to | 


J. 5. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY _ 
P.O. BOX 767, C.H. STA. _ 57 ROSE ST., NEW YOF¥ 


’ ‘The Model Letter Writer. 


A comprehensive and 
complete guide and as- 
sistant for those who 
wish to become perfect 
correspondents. This 
book contains Sampls: 
Letters of Compliment, 
Inquiry, and Congratu- 
lation; Letters of Re- 
: commendation, Letters 
LEN of Business, Advice 
it). Nand Excuse, and gives 
Rules for Punctuation, 
Postscripts, and Styles of Addressing, etc. | 

It also contains love letters, giving the corre- 
spondence between a young man and a young 
lady, on love, courtship and marriage, and should 
prove indispensable to all young people. 

You cannot afford to be without this book, as you 
do not know at what time you may have to write a 
particularly important letter. If you have a book of 
this kind on hand to consult, it may be the means of 
bringing to a successful end matters of great moment, 
and upon which may depend your entire future hap- 
piness, well-being, and success in life, 

The book ccntains 128 pages, is bound in pap.r, 
covers with handsome illustration in two colors, and, 
wali be sent by mail, postpaid, to any address upon’ 
receipt of 30 cents in U. 8. stamps or postal money — 
order. Address all orders to 


3.8. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
p. O. Box 767, 57 ROSE STREET, NEW YORK 





. ; | GET A PACK OF 


| . ON 
Revelation Fortune Telling Cards 


and have a good evening’s fun in 
telling the fortune of your friends 


Here is a deck of 52 fortune telling 
cards, each card similar in appearance 
and of the same value, name and se- 
quence as a deck of regular playing 
‘cards, being 344x2! inches in size, 
handsomely printed with attractive orig-. 
inal back design, and two fortune tell- 
ing predictions printed on the face of each card. | 

Designed by a man noted for his uncanny perform- 
ances in card conjuring, these cards produce results as 
mystifying as they are fascinating. They answer ques- 
tions on love, business, health, wealth, the past, present 
or future in weirdly accurate and truthful fashion. In- 
structions with each pack. rae 

REVELATION FORTUNE TELLING CARDS 
will be sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of Price, $1.00. 


“ANN 4 hoe 









American Fortune 
Telling Cards 


Sr Tie 
a Hine consist of a deck of 36 cards, 

1 not playing cards, size 3 x 2 
inches, each card containing 
a different design of scenes 
or persons, printed 1n colors. 
Full instructions jpn both 
Set, English and German for; 
ee cep telling fortunes with these . 
cards are enclosed with * 


each deck. Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of Price, 
58 Cents. : 


J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 767, City Hall Sta. 3 57 Rose Street, New York. 


—_ 





AND 
COMPLETE FORTUNE TELLER 


You dream like anyone else does. but can you in- 

f erpret them--do you understand what your dream 
} -artends? If you wish to know what it means, you! 
sould buy this book, which contains the full and cor- 
rect interpretation of all dreams and their lucky num. 


bers. This book is also the most complete fortune telles 
ov. the market. \ 


We give herewith a partial list of che contents : 


Dreams and Their Interpretations. 

faimistry, or Telling Fortunes PY the 
Lines of the Hand. 

*ortune Telling by the Grounds in a Tea 
or Coffee Cup. 

diow to Read Your Fortune by the White 
of an Egg. 

How to Determine the Lucky and Une \ 
lucky Days of any month in the year. : 

How to Ascertain Whether You will | bo 
Marry Soon. | 

fortune Telling by Cards, Including the 
Ktalian Method. 


The book contains 128 pages, set in new, large clear é 
3 ; type, and will be sent by mail, postpaid, to any address ° 
" upon receipt of 30 cents. | 
Address all orders to 


J. 5. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY © 
(@.0.Bos 707 00 "67 ROSE STREET, NEW YOR) 





 GASKELL’S = 33 


COMPENDIUM OF PENMANSHIF 


GOOD HANDWRITING | 


Oiten leads to a fortune. Improve your handwriting by getting 





Twenty separate lessons 
with a complete book of in- 
structions. A -complete 
compendium of elegant writ- 
ing for the home or office. 
Teaches fine penmanship, 

- ornamental: flourishing, pen 
ys | 7 drawing, ladies’ penman- 
PS 3 ship, business penmanship, 
Se a etc., with many practice ex- 
z i ag : ercises. By means of this 
—— self-teaching system anyone 
ae can acquire a rapid and 
beautiful handwriting without a. teacher. When made pro- 
ficient by this course the pupil can become a teacher of fine 
writing and organize writing classes. This course contains 
fwenty complete separate lessons, one large shéet of orna- 
mental penmanship, size 13 1-2 x 17 inches, and an illustrated 
instruction book, giving complete directions for each lesson 
aoe illustrations showing proper position of body, hand, pen, 
ete. | q 3 


SEND FOR IT TO-DAY! —DO IT AT ONCE! 
Don’t Be Ashamed of Your Writing ! 


This may be the turning point in your career, whichawili _ 
lead to a higher and better position. Kak OCh: 


SPECIAL OFFER 


We have just manufactured a large edition of this Course of - 
Penmanship, and in order to introduce it and move the 
stock quickly, we make the Special Offer to send same 
complete as outlined above, postpaid, upon receipt of only: 
60 cents, instead of the regular price, One Dollar. 





J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY —__ 
BOX 767, CITY HALL STA. 57 ROSE ST., NEW YORK 


. 


Ghe Story with the Punch? 
“Ghe ‘Real Goods! ! 
Che Hot Stuff!!! 
All Pep from the Word Go!/! 


CATTLE RUSTLERS 
OF WYOMING 


By FORD DOUGLAS. 


The Talk of the Town! The Sensation of the Hour! 
The Forty-Two Centimetre Gun of Fiction!!! 














Frere is the west as you have dreamed of it, with its sage brush 
plains, sighing pines, bellowing steers, rolling foothills, mystic 
canyons, snow capped mountains, dare devil cow-punchers, tin 
horn gamblers, painted red skins, lawless cattle rustlers, murd- 
erous bad men, fascinating fairies of the frontier saloons, suscep- 
tible tenderfoot. : 


, THEY ARE ALL HERE) 


Swept by the authors magic pen into the mazes ofa soul stirring 
red blooded, hair raising romance, which deals with the loves, 
hates and primitive passions of a wild, fearless, fast living, hard 
dying race. ) | 

A Frontier Classic! The Real Goods! 
Written by a Master Hand. 


& 


™ 


No mush, slush, or trash, but a stirring truthful record cf the 


great cattle wars of the early ’90’s. 
Everything Clicks like a Colt 38! 

Makes the European war seem tame and life in the trenches @ 

pastoral of peace in comparison. 
All Aboard for the Wild and Woolly West. 
The Book You Need! The Book You Must have! 
BUY IT NOW!!! 
Cattle Rustlers Of Wyoming is a book of 200 pages printed 


trom new large type and bound in attractive illustrated paper 
cover printed in colors. For sale by all booksellers and news 


dealers. Price 35 cents postpaid. 


J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING CoO. 


57 ROSE STREET : NEW YORK 





n 
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Eureka Detective Series 


All of the books j in the Batcks Se: 
ries are clever detective stories, and 
each one of those mentioned below 


mendation. Ask for the Eureka Se- 
ries detective books. 


26. A Rogue’s Life : f 
~ By Wilkie Colitis 
27. The King’s Talisman  ., : 
By Sylvanus Cobb, Ir. 
; : By Sylvanus Cobb; Jr. 





28. The Double Duel 


29. The Captive Bride . : By Sylvanus Cobb, ay. 
30. A Dark Plot . ‘ ; By Sylvanus Cobb, Jr. 
31. The Old Mill Mystery . By A. W. Marchmont 
32. Five Sherlock Holmes Stories By A. Conan Doyle 
33. The Man in Black . . By Stanley J. Weyman 
34. The Famous Burdick Case. 

35. Mystery No. 13 : ; By Helen B. Mathers 
36. Macon Moore, the Southern Detective . By Taylor 
37. Monsieur Lecoq : . By Emile Gaboriau 
38. The Honor of the Name . . By Emile Gaboriau 
39. The Widow Leronge, . . By Emile Gaboriau 
tO. The Clique of Gold . : . By Emile Gaboriau 
+1. Captain Contanceau . . By Emile Gaboriau 
42. Vhe Thirteenth Hussars . . By Emile Gaboriau 
43. The Mystery of Orcival , . By Emile Gaboriau 
44. The Silent House . . By Fergus W. Hume 
45. A Crimson Stain ; : By Annie Bradshaw 


46. The Tragedy of Brinkwater By Martha L. Moodey: 
47. The Mysterious Mr. Jarvis By Frederick R. Giles 


48- An Unpardonable Crime . By Arthur D. Vinton 
49. The Mystery of North Fortune By George Douglas 
50. A Fooland His Money . By Warren Smythe 


See other advertisement for other list of titles in the Eureka Series 


You can obtain the Eureka Series books where vou bought this 
one, or we will mail them to you, postpaid, for 30 cents each. 
Address all orders to 


J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING CO., 57 Rose St., NEW YORK 


has received the heartiest recom. : 


